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wherethe grouptendsto remaintogetherand united in thepursuitof its goal and the satisfaction

of the affective needsof group members(Ibid, 2006). Group integrationconcernsthe benefits

that individual membershold about the team. Individual attractionsto the group relates to

membersbenefit about what attractedhim to the group. Team cohesionis the tendencyfor a

groupto stick togetherand remainunited in the pursuitof commongoals(MartensandPeterson,

2004).

A challengefor any teamis the maintenanceof the teamratherthan focusingon individualsand

as such the collective team will underperform.Teamscomposedof modestmembersare more

likely to exceedall expectations.It is advantageousfor coachesto focus not on stars,but on

building a teamthat will perform well as interdependentmembers.Someteamshaveassembled

starplayersand their coachesstrive to bring togetheras a team in a spirit of oneness.It is the

assemblyof individuals into a cohesiveunit whereeachindividual is a part of somethinglarger

thanthe individual. A championteammaydefeattheteamof individual champions(Cox, 2007).

Teamcohesionis the mostcritical issuethat determinesclubssuccessthroughoutthe world. For

example,in 20I0 when the world cup was held in South Africa FranceNational team lacked

team cohesionand due to this the players�w�~�r�e disintegrated.This indicatesthat unlessthere is

team cohesionamongplayers,achievingsuccessis impossible.This problem is also the main

hindrance issue in our country in the Ethiopian premier league,National League,and other

subdivided clubs. In 2014, when the clubs were participated to promote Ethiopian Premier

LeagueBahir Dar Kenemaclub playerswereplayednot as a team insteadthey were played in

their own way. This wasthe main reasonfor their failure to promotethe league,becausea team

consistingindividuals that are looking out their personalgains is a team that will not prosper

(Riley, 2001).

South Gondarzone(SGZ) is extremelypoor on its football participationand concernedbodies
(sport administrators,coaches,and players)are being blaming for this. There is no single club
that participatesin EthiopiaPremierLeagueandeven in National Leaguerepresentingthis zone.
Contributingfactors for the poor progressionof football in SGZ are assumedas lack of facility
and equipment, administrative problems, financial constraints, coaching style, method of
training, and lack of team cohesion.Among thesefactorsteam cohesionis the mostdevastating
issuethat hinderstheir success.If thereis teamcohesionamongplayers,they will be motivated

2
















