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[bookmark: _Toc494892767]                                                ABSTRACT
This study is designed to explore the status of rural women in access to and control over rural land in the current land administration system in Amhara region, Alefa Woreda, two rural Kebele’s, The overall objective of this study is to assess effects of the rural land use and administration policy implementation with respect to rural women’s equal access to and control over land in Amhara region, Alefa Woreda two rural kebele, There have been no empirical researches on the stated problem in Alefa Woreda. Therefore this study intends to find out the extent to which rural land policy of Amhara region and its implementation process have effect on women’s equal access to and control over rural land and also to know women’s awareness about  their right to acquire, administer, control, use and transfer  property. The necessary data for the study was generated both from primary and secondary sources. Hence the instrument such as key informant interview from 15 respondents, focus group discussion and questionnaire from a house hold survey of 103 female heads of households, review of related document and personal observation are used in the study for the purpose of data triangulation. Study findings reveal that women’s access rights to land is less equal than legally provided. This study evidences gaps between policy and implementation. Customary laws and traditional practices generally have impacts on land access rights of women and access rights of Women’s control over land is not efficiently addressed by the regional rural land policy. This is a significant policy drawback as women’s equal rights on land could not be achieved without gaining control over land. The land administration system in general and the land registration process in particular has not considered women’s participation in community activities and decision-making. This study forwards recommendation to address gender gaps identified to ensure women’s equal access to and control over rural land in the study area. The Amhara rural land proclamation needs revision from a gender perspective to address women’s specific issues and the land administration system should consider women’s participation in the process, their contribution to the system as well as their equal benefits from policy outcomes. 

Key words:  Land, Land administration, land right.
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[bookmark: _Toc487729233][bookmark: _Toc494892770]ABBREVIATIONS
	CEDAW                  
	Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women

	EPLAUA                 
	Environmental Protection, Land Administration and Utilization Authority

	FDRE                                                    
	Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

	FGD                      
	focus group discussion


ICCESR         international convention on cultural, economic and social rights 
[bookmark: _Toc487729234][bookmark: _Toc494892771]CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc487729235][bookmark: _Toc494892772]BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
Women’s access to and control over land is very critical as land is a major resource in women’s livelihood .Land right is not only about economic issue it is the issue of human right;  by itself  linked with a right to develop, to be economically viable and strong. Internationally, regionally and nationally we have legal frameworks on the issue of women’s property right. The international convention on cultural, economic and social rights (ICCESR) of article (11.1-11.2) says state parties recognize “the right of every one to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family; including adequate food, clothing and housing and to the continuous improvement of living conditions”. Convention on elimination of all discrimination against women (CEDAW) article 14 of the convention also clearly stated the rights of women to have equal right to access in land reform and economic activities. It states how land resources are critical for women’s ability to earn a livelihood from land and provide adequate housing and nutrition for herself and for her family. Inequalities of opportunities in access to and control over resources have made women more vulnerable to poverty than men in many parts of the world. 
Ethiopia has taken the option where international instruments that are ratified by Ethiopia become an integral part of the law of the country (FDRE constitution art 9(4)).In the recent past, Ethiopia promulgated three legislations for respecting, protecting and fulfilling the rights of rural women on land; these are the 1995 constitution, a revised family law and land administration and use laws that have the potential to improve and guarantee women’s property, inheritance and land holding and use rights. The1995 federal democratic republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) constitution gives importance to improve socio- economic situation of women and there are provisions on equal rights of women with men in social, political and economic spheres (FDRE, 1995:35). Amhara national regional state (A.N.R.S) has also enacted proclamations 46/92 and the current 133/2006 on rural land administration and use laws. The current land law gives priority and land allocation to women, elders, orphans and youth respectively. It also provides in kebele land administration and use committee whose membership should be balanced between men and women, they should have a minimum of two from the seven members.
The outcome of a study conducted in developing countries by united nation developmental programme (UNDP) reflected that poverty has a gendered face and women are poorer than men (UNDP, 2000). Hence, the gendered face poverty makes gender an issue in women’s land rights. Gender  has  become  a  critical issue  in  women’s  land  rights  due to the fact that there is direct relationship between  accessing and control land, having registration and certification, secure land rights, achieving food security and overcoming poverty (Odeny, 2013).The ownership right and access to land determines the social status of women at household level and in the society (Ellis 2000; SDPI 2008. The formulation of land policy should maintain, like other variables, consideration of equity to generate higher levels of productivity in agriculture. However, women are discriminated in terms of realizing their rights to land. Complete land rights should fulfil the legal and social recognizable and enforceable by external authorities (Duncan and Ping, 2001). Access to land is also one of the basic fundamental rights of women that ensure the equality of women with men. However, irrespective of the significance of land access to women, most of the African countries past tenure systems did not guarantee the equal rights of women and tenure system was discriminatory to women equal rights by taking the household as unitary model of system (Deininger 2003).
[bookmark: _Toc465862959][bookmark: _Toc465864744][bookmark: _Toc487729236][bookmark: _Toc494892773]Access to and control over resources and benefits is determined by norms which have significant impacts on gender relations theoretically and practically. The majority of women and men in Amhara national regional state (A.N.R.S.) particularly in Alefa Woreda are leading their families on land. Women’s right on land depends on whether they are socially as well as legally recognized that is the above mentioned legal rights will be success if and only if women have a land. In the study, the researcher considered the current  Amhara national regional state(A.N.R.S) rural land administration and use law and its practical implementation process with regard to assessing the challenges of women’s land holding and use rights in Alefa Woreda at Amechaho and Atuga Kebele The two kebele are chosen purposively by the researcher.



1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND JUSTIFICATION	
Access to and control over land and its products are critical to women because, women are responsible to ensure household food security by their community assigned gender roles. Women’s equality in land rights is a global issue. Governments have entered commitments through ratifying various women’s rights conventions and have issued national policies supporting women’s access rights to land in many countries. In spite of these commitments, problems exist in ensuring women’s equal landholding rights with that of men in many countries, mainly due to deep rooted patriarchal gender power relations in societies. Women’s land rights issue has become more critical in developing countries like in Africa as land is a major resource for survival to the majority of the people. 
The purpose of this study is to partially address the gap in related studies, and to assess ownership rights to land, and control over it in terms of production, management and decisions, it may be critical to productivity. Women’s land rights issue has become more critical in developing countries like in Africa as land is a major resource for survival to the majority of the people. Access to and control over land and its products are critical to women because, women are responsible to ensure household food security by their community assigned gender role. Accordingly, the analysis of this paper examines if there is equal access and control over land in terms of women’s land rights has improved the productivity of female farmers in general and particularly improved the status of rural women land holder. Identifying and removing barriers which hamper realization of women’s equal access to and control over land has to be a major concern to effect changes on the status of rural women. 
The government of Ethiopia has made significant progress for rural women’s in land registration and certification when we compare the present from the past. But still there are different practical challenges for implementing women’s rights in the land law. Also, there are many factors that have an influence on the implementation of the land laws on rural women; which include legal, socio-cultural, economic, political, administration process and institutional challenges that violate women’s rights. Although it is the difficult task for women in the implementation of regulations and proclamations that could effectively address gender inequalities on the land law. 
Across Africa women have insecure rights to both moveable and immovable property. This is unique as in other areas of the developing world women are not so impeded in their ability to use and control assets (Steinzor 2003).Insecure property rights make women less able to cope with the economic stresses of HIV/AIDS and exacerbate their vulnerability to the disease.  Insecure property rights for women limit their ability to generate income, feed their families and use the collateral from property to take out loans. Poverty makes women likely to pengage in risky sexual behaviours either for survival or for exchange (Drimie 2002; Whiteside 2002).There is also considerable diversity in gender norms related to property ownership, inheritance, and the division of assets after divorce, with men favoured in the majority of cases (Fafchamps and Quisumbing2005). Such gender disparities have important welfare consequences, as evidenced by empirical work on Ethiopia. Dercon and Krishnan (2000) find that poor women in the southern part of Ethiopia, where customary laws governing settlement at divorce are biased against women, fare worst when illness shocks occur. Fafchamps, Kebede, and Quisumbing (2009) find that the relative nutrition of spouses is associated with correlates of bargaining power, such as cognitive ability, independent sources of income, and devolution of asset up on divorce, and that several dimension of female empowerment benefit the nutrition and education level of children. While progress toward gender equality has been slow in Ethiopia, recent developments are promising. Prior to 2000, legal reform had a limited impact on local traditions regarding patrimonial issues. For example, although the 1960 Civil Code gave women more rights than their contemporaries in the United State United Kingdom, it also maintained the tradition of dispute settlement by personal arbitrator, normally older men within the family or community selected by the disputants. The arbitrators, unfamiliar with or unsympathetic to the new laws, continued to apply old customary laws. The major exception was the distribution and control of land, an area in which the Ethiopian state has played a dominant role throughout the centuries.
Researches carried out on rural land policy implementation in Amhara region revealed that Policies favouring women’s equal landholding rights didn’t bring required changes at Community level (Sida, 2003; Askale 2005) land Studies carried out in other regions however, reflected women’s low awareness on their land rights and low involvement in the land administration process, retarded women’s involvement in the land administration process (Askale, 2005; Deininger, Daniel, Holden and Zevenbergen, 2007). Mintwab (2012) has conducted research on the role of land certification on reducing gender gaps. That land certification can help reduce the gender gap in land productivity in two main ways: (i) by increasing women’s participation in the land rental market and land transfer  to  more  efficient  producers  and,  (ii)  by  increasing  efficiency  in  the productivity of the non-leased portion of their land. 
However the above researchers conducted research on gender issues and land access in other areas of Ethiopia. But there is no empirical research on the stated problem in Alefa Woreda. Therefore this study intends to find out the extent to which rural land policy of Amhara region and its implementation process have effect on the stated problems on women’s equal access to and control over rural land and also to know women have the right to acquire, administer, control, use and transfer property (land) and to know women’s shall also enjoy equal treatment in the inheritance of property in Alefa Woreda.
[bookmark: _Toc487729237][bookmark: _Toc494892774]1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
[bookmark: _Toc487729238][bookmark: _Toc494892775]1.3.1 General Objective 
The overall objective of this study is to assess effects of the rural land use and administration policy implementation with respect to rural women’s equal access to and control over land in Amhara region, Alefa Woreda two rural kebele.
[bookmark: _Toc487729239][bookmark: _Toc494892776]       1.3.2 Specific Objectives
This study addresses the following specific objectives:
· To find out gender gaps in the regional rural land use and administration proclamation in terms of women’s access to and control over land in the study area.
· To assess the extent of land related conflict  in relation to women’s land holder in the study area
· [bookmark: _Toc487729240]To analyse the practice of land registration and certification in terms of women’s Socio economic benefits and decision-making power.



[bookmark: _Toc494892777]  1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This research has sought to answer the following questions:-
· How do the Amhara rural land proclamation and other relevant regional legislations address issues of women’s access to and control over land?
· How do the rural land administration system and particularly the land registration and certification process affect women’s access to and control over land?
· What impacts does access to and control over rural land has on women’s socioeconomic status decision-making power and women’s empowerment at household and community levels?
[bookmark: _Toc487729241][bookmark: _Toc494892778]1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
It is believed that this study will contribute to the effort of strengthening the legal framework and practical performance of government organs concerned with rural land administration and use in administering women’s access to and control over rural land for the Amhara Regional State. Moreover, the result of the study will help the Community, the Woreda land administration, the court and any concerned bodies to take intervention over the problem and so as to give proper solution. In addition, the finding will help other stakeholders to draw practical insight for future advancement and effective as well as efficient implementation of women’s access to and control over rural land. Generally this study will be a bit of contribution to show significance of women’s equal access to and control over land to the socio-economic wellbeing of women as well as the rural livelihood in the region. 
This Study will give better insight to gender issues and significance of addressing these issues in rural land administration system to ensure women’s equal access to and control over land. The study will come up with important recommendations on gender issues to be considered in the regional rural land administration policy which is under revision currently. This will help policy makers to give emphasis to important gender issues that need to be addressed at the level of policy formulation as well as at the level of implementation. The study will also serve as a source and standing point for those who will be interested to conduct further investigation in areas of women’s access to and control over rural land.
[bookmark: _Toc487729242][bookmark: _Toc494892779]1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The conceptual scope of this research deals with women’s access to and control over rural land in Alefa Woreda two rural Kebele located near to the Woreda town and also this study will show the practices of women’s access to and control over land and this will show some important gender issues existing in distant kebele of the Woreda.  The scope of this study encompasses the study of legal and policy frameworks for gender equality; institutional mechanisms and institutions for gender equality; coordination mechanisms for gender equality; women’s participation in the empowerment of their land during land transaction and also participation in the economic sector and gender based violence.
[bookmark: _Toc487729243][bookmark: _Toc494892780]1.7 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY
Time and financial constraints were the major constraints of this study. There was difficulty to go to the study areas. Lack Of adequate and relevant data on time because of the carelessness and unwilling of the concerned interviewees and absence of necessary documented data that the researcher wants to analysis were also other limitations. The researcher came across these consternates by doing hardly day and night and by interviewing the interviewer by repeating and referencing deferent reference material.
[bookmark: _Toc487729244][bookmark: _Toc494892781]1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS
[bookmark: _Toc487729245]This thesis consists of five major chapters. The first chapter introduces the background of the study, problem of the statement and justification, objectives of the study, research questions, significance of the study, scope of the study, limitation of the study and organization of the thesis  The second chapter reviews related empirical literatures, key concepts and theories. The third chapter presents the methodological approach of the research and methods of data collection instruments, data presentation and analysis. The fourth chapter deals with result and discussion of the study, the final chapter make brief conclusions and recommendations for the study.
[bookmark: _Toc465862967][bookmark: _Toc465864752]1.9 DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS AND CONCEPTS
Land:- is the ultimate resource, for without it life on earth cannot be sustained. Land is both a physical commodity and an abstract concept in that the rights to own or use it are as much a part of the land as the objects rooted in its soil. It is the source of all material wealth; it provides us with all our needs to sustain and it is also a major economic asset from which people and nations get significant profit. In the past and even today, in many countries, land has been considered as an important social asset where the status and prestige of people is determined Good stewardship of the land is essential for present and future generations (Economic commission for Europe, 1996).
[bookmark: _Toc474223354]Land administration: - The term ‘land administration’ refers to the processes of recording and disseminating information about the ownership, value and use of land and its associated resources. Such processes include the determination (sometimes known as the ‘adjudication’ or ‘formalization’) of property rights and other attributes of the land that relate to its value and use, the survey and graphical description of these, their detailed documentation and the provision of relevant information in support of land markets (UNECE, 2005, Enemark, 2003). 
Access to land: defined as the right to enter upon and use land. These rights are usufruct rights and can be granted to male and female members of the family it also determines one’s access to income-generating activities.
Control over land :defined as one’s ability to take decisions with regard to the land (e.g. to determine the size of land used for farming activities and whether the land will be used for food or cash crop production) and the ability to transfer land titles, whether by sale or inheritance (land ownership).
Gender mainstreaming:-Defined as: “the process of assessing the implications for women and men of any planned action including legislation, policies or programmes in all areas and at all levels. It is a strategy for making women’s as well as men’s concerns and experiences an integral dimension of the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies and programmes in all political, economic and societal spheres so that women and men benefit equally and inequality is not perpetual at the ultimate goal are to achieve gender equality.” (ECOSOC, 1997:3).2003: 211
Land rights:-Land rights are legally recognized claims on land enforced by legally established institutions. Women’s land rights need deep understanding of the relationship between legal and social recognitions as well as the relationship between legal provisions and enforcements. Women’s land rights should be recognized in terms of access and control in order to ensure security of rights (Akuna Beatrice, 2004). Women may have land rights recognized by law but such rights are meaningless unless those rights are socially recognized and effectively enforces.






[bookmark: _Toc494892782][bookmark: _Toc487729246][bookmark: _Toc494892783]CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
[bookmark: _Toc487729247][bookmark: _Toc494892784]2.1 INTRODUCTION
Identifying and reviewing of the related previously conducted research work is unforgotten components of the research during the research study. Thus, this section addresses the task of searching for relevant literature in the information age accordingly. Hence, the researcher attempts to review existing literatures and previous studies related to women’s access to and control over rural land and its sub-components that have been treated under the study. So this chapter tries to include the general theory and concepts of women’s access and control over land In such manner, the researcher has made consideration and sharpened idea on the existing concepts, theories, and empirical literatures relevant to the subject under investigation in order to analyse conclude and forward the necessary recommendation on the basis of what is real on the ground.
[bookmark: _Toc487729249][bookmark: _Toc494892785]2.2 Ahistorical back ground of Land Tenure system: pre 1974-1991	
To have a better understanding of why the land right issue for women is different from one region to another region, it is necessary to know more about the history of land tenure issues in the past, as well as the existing constitution of property issues of land. Discussions on land tenure have taken place in three periods: Before-1974, 1975-1991 and 1991 to the present.
[bookmark: _Toc487729250][bookmark: _Toc494892786]2.2.1 Land Tenure system before:-1974 
The Pre -1974 land tenure system was heterogeneous and complicated and the major form of ownership was a type of communal system known as “rist”.According to this system, land was hereditary. It was considered as a birth right, for both men and women. It gave status showed that one had ancestors and was a free and legitimate member of the community. Under this system, no user of any piece of land could sell his or her share outside the family or mortgage or bequeath his or her share as a gift, as the land belonged not to the individual but to the decent group. This type of land tenure system was practiced in the Northern part of the region, such as Tigray and Amhara.
The other major form of land tenure system was “gult”, an ownership right acquired from the monarch or from provincial rulers who were empowered to make land grants. Gult owners collected tribute from the peasantry and, until 1966 (when gult rights were abolished in principle), exacted labour service as payment in kind from the peasants. For instance, as literature shows that in areas conquered and re-conquered by the feudal lords, such as Oromia, the majority of the farming populations were tenants, whose customary rights were not recognized by the imperial regime. They worked as sharecropping tenants of the land lords, who had acquired land grants as a result of the conquest. Tenants had little land security and would owe as much as three day’s labour in a week, plus other gifts and services to their landlords (Hadera, 2002).When we look at the land tenure system from the gender point of view, both ‘rist’ and ‘Gult’ land tenure system discriminated against women and did not give any concern to women’s rights of access and control of land. As Hannah (1990), quoted in Hadera (2002) she criticizes the land tenure system of the monarchical rule, because the majority of women were landless and even if female inheritance was theoretically possible. For instance in the case of Tigray, the social structure favoured property being transferred to male heirs in the family. She notes that women did not determine what crops to plant or whether a cow should be sold or not and did not participate in decisions to take loans for farm activities or house hold Economic needs.
[bookmark: _Toc494892787]2.2.2 Land Tenure in Derg regime 
The Derg (the last regime, from 1974-1991) introduced a land reform proclamation known as “Land to Tiller” which was promised to end the old-fashioned land system of the imperial regime. But it did not work in practice. The proclamation noted that without differentiation of the sexes any person who is willing to personally cultivate land shall be allotted rural land sufficient for his maintenance and that of his family. According to Hadera (2002), the proclamation essentially allocated land only to those who were able to till it and totally denied the rights of children, the elderly, and those women unable to plough land due to cultural constraints (that is a common view that women must not till) The villagization programme forced through by the Derg regime affected women and children seriously. As Hadera noted, this was because of the long distance walk to farmland from the new settlements. Also, there was limited participation of women in producer’s co-operatives since the participation was limited to the head of the household and husbands were considered as heads of households.
Looking the Derg land reform system, many authors’ analysis shows that it was gender biased. It did not totally discriminated against women’s right to land nor did it improve their situation substantially (Zenebework, 2000). land was distributed by family size and registered under male headed household’s, By using the household as the unit of allocation; the proclamation assumed that households were uniform and thus failed to take intra- household distributional relations in to account. Besides being gender biased and discriminatory towards women, he also noted that women in polygamous marriages were negatively affected. For example, in Muslim communities, as men tended to register just one wife this means that the second wife has not access or ownership to land. Beyond these obvious constraints he noted that land was distributed to peasants organized in peasant associations and who were entitled to land only as residents of the sub-districts. And also very often, women who married outside their community lost the shares of land allocated to them in their parental homes and the same case divorced women lost their shares of land if they left their marital household.
[bookmark: _Toc494892788]2.2.3 Modern Land Rights: 1991-Present 
The different Land tenure systems that were practiced in the pre-1974-1991 and, which discriminated against women in particularly. But it is also important to explore how the existing constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE), have formulated articles that can address women right to access and control of land. The 1995 FDRE Constitution declared land to be the property of the State and the People of Ethiopia, over which individuals have only usufruct rights. Article ( 40) of the Constitution (which concerns property rights ) notes that the right to ownership of rural and urban land, as well as of all natural resources, is exclusively vested in the state and the peoples of Ethiopia. Sub article (3) states that” Land is a common property of the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethiopia and shall not be subject to sale or too other means of exchange”.
Regarding women rights to land the constitution has stipulated in article 35(7) which recognizes women equal rights on land stated that women have equal rights with men with respect to access, use, administration and transfer of land. The article also stated that women shall also enjoy equal treatment in the inheritance of property. Using the power given by the FDRE constitution under article (51) and (52), the FDRE passed the Rural land Administration Proclamation of 1997 to the regional council that provides power to enact laws to administer land. Therefore to provide a clear law concerning women land right issues the Federal Rural Land Administration Proclamation has defined issues related to the rights and obligations of users such as that of inheritance, leasing, investments, compensation, and use of hired labour. Article 4(4) of the Proclamation states that: “The land administration law of the regions shall confirm the equal rights of women in respect of the use, administration and control of land as well as in respect of transferring and bequeathing holding rights.” It also requires the councils to ensure the distribution of land without distinction on the basis of sex and provide security against eviction and displacement from holdings except for the purpose of land redistribution. Besides, Article (4) Sub-article (3) of the proclamation allows:  “women to use hired labour on their holdings or to, otherwise, make agreements there to”. The proclamation, hence, in addition to ensuring the equal access to land of women provides assurance against eviction, which in most regions used to happen to women following divorce or marriages.
[bookmark: _Toc487729251][bookmark: _Toc494892789]2.3 WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO LAND IN ETHIOPIAN CONSTITUTION
The 1995 FDRE (Federal Democratic Republic Ethiopia) constitution declared land to be the property of the State and the People of Ethiopia, over which individuals have only usufruct rights. Article (40) of the Constitution (which concerns property rights) noted that the right to ownership of rural and urban land, as well as of all natural resources, is exclusively vested in the state and the peoples of Ethiopia. Art 40 sub art (3) states that “Land is a common property of the Nations, Nationalities and Peoples of Ethiopia and shall not be subject to sale or to other means of exchange”. Regarding women rights to land the constitution has stipulated in .Article 35(1) Woman shall in the enjoyment of rights and protections provided for by the Constitution, have equal right with men. Article 35(3).The historical legacy of inequality and discrimination suffered by women in Ethiopia taken into account, women, in order to remedy this legacy, are entitled to affirmative measures. The purpose of such measures shall be to provide special attention to women so as to enable them to compete and participate on the basis of equality with men in political, social and economic life as well as in public and private institutions. Article 35(4) The State shall enforce the right of women to eliminate the influences of harmful customs. Laws and practices that oppress or cause bodily or mental harm to women are prohibited. Article 35(6).Women have the right to full consultation in the formulation of national development policies, the designing and execution of projects, and particularly in the case of projects affecting the interests of women. Article 35(7) Women have the right to acquire, administer, control, use and transfer property. In particular, they have equal rights with men with respect to use, transfer, administration and control of land. They shall also enjoy equal treatment in the inheritance of property. 
[bookmark: _Toc487729252][bookmark: _Toc494892790]2.4 WOMEN’S RIGHTS TO LAND IN LAND PROCLAMATIONS	
Using the power given by the FDRE constitution under article (51) and (52), the FDRE passed the Rural land Administration Proclamation of 2005 to the regional council that provides power to enact laws to administer land. Therefore, to provide a clear law concerning women land right issues the Federal Rural Land Administration Proclamation has defined issues related to the rights and obligations of users such as that of inheritance, leasing, investments, compensation, and use of hired labour. Article 4(4) of the Proclamation states that: “The land administration law of the regions shall confirm the equal rights of women in respect of the use, administration and control of land as well as in respect of transferring and bequeathing holding rights”.
[bookmark: _Toc487729254][bookmark: _Toc494892791]2.5 ETHIOPIAN LAND POLICY, THE EVOLUTION OF WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS, AND THE LAND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
Rural women in Ethiopia have historically held an inferior position in relation to men in terms of property rights. Prior to 1975, Ethiopia’s long feudalistic system of land tenure rarely recognized independent land ownership by women, except through marriage and inheritance. While women could inherit land from their parents or deceased husbands, women’s direct access to land from the government has been uncommon (Crummy, 2000).The overthrow of the last imperial government in 1975 shortly instituted a series of measures that changed the political and economic landscape of the country from a feudal system to a socialist state (Kebede, 2002). Among the many radical measures, the land reform proclamation of February 1975 nationalized all rural lands. The state announced that all land was now owned by the state and given to farmers on a right-to-use (usufruct) basis, organized via peasant associations (Kebede, 2008).The farmers’ membership in the peasant associations made them claimants, endowed with rights such as access, some management rights, and limited exclusion rights. Per the 1975 legislation, spouses enjoyed joint ownership of the land, implying that on paper men and women were entitled to the same land rights. However, women’s rights to land depended on marriage and were, in most cases, not registered separately (Crewett et al., 2008).
The Ethiopia people republic democratic front (EPRDF) -led government that overthrew the military government (Derg) in 1991 largely maintained the land policy of its predecessor, keeping all rural and urban land under public (government) ownership (Gebreselassie, 2006). Significant changes included formal confirmation that land rights are to be granted to men and women, including the right to lease out land. While, in terms of legislation, these are important improvements in women’s land rights, divorced women still lack secure land rights. This is possibly due to informal constraints such as relationships with in-laws, which may curtail these rights (Crewett et al., 2008). The Ethiopian certification program, initiated in response to widespread concerns over land tenure insecurity associated with state land ownership, has contributed to the largest delivery of non-freehold land rights per time unit. The program follows the Federal Rural Land Administration Proclamation 1997, revised in 2005, and has been implemented in the four most populous regions of the country: Tigris, Amhara, ormiya, and the Southern Nations and Nationalities (SNNR) (Adenew and Abdi, 2005). The overarching responsibility for implementation of the land registration process and the development of a Land Administration System in the region lies within the Environmental Protection, Land Administration and Use Authority (EPLAUA) (Adinew and Dadi, 2005). 
[bookmark: _Toc487729256][bookmark: _Toc494892792]2.6WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS 
Secured land possession right to women also secures the other types of assets such as financial and social capitals and creates livelihood outcomes, land holding rights makes  easy  to  get  loan  from  credit  institutions  by  using  the  land  as  collateral and in most cases the lack of secured right to land makes women  to  be  dependent  on  relatives  and  left women without  land  holding (FAO 2002, 2004). Women’s effective rights to land are also challenged by the fact that women have little access to financial credits and the ‘gender biased of agricultural extensions’ as well as women discrimination against  ploughing and he stated that the cultural taboos against women ploughing affects the full control  of women  produce ( Agarwal,  2003) The study also showed that in Tigray and Amhara region women with access to land have many problems in order to use their land efficiently and effectively and he also revealed that women are found to be the poorest of the poor because of the limited control over the land (Bashaw, 2005)
Women’s access to and control over land are affected by various factors in communities (FAO, 2002). Socio-economic, legal and institutional factors affect women’s access to and control over land. Women’s land holding or access  rights to land is rarely as firmly designated as that of men and also states that prohibiting women from land possession can be considered as one of the most destructive of all gender inequalities. Considering the subordination or inequality of women to land rights to men, big donors for example, World Bank has given a focus towards the rights of women to hold land and a gender mainstreaming  in  the  livelihood approach has been developed  (Ellis 2000). 
Research findings in Ethiopia and Amhara region have shown that there are six themes of factors contributed for the weak implementation of women’s and other disadvantaged groups’ land rights (Almaz, 2007; Askale, 2005; Ayele  and Mamo, 2004; Berhan and Fayer2005;) these Factors are :
[bookmark: _Toc494790630]Knowledge Related Factors:-Illiteracy, lower level of education, lack of awareness, information, and communication among women and the disadvantaged about their rights. Lack of information, awareness or basic knowledge on legal procedures and lack of justice for women and the disadvantaged, land renters registered the rented land as their Owen land, in land law there is less awareness.
[bookmark: _Toc487729311][bookmark: _Toc494790631]Lack of Participation and Representation:-Low level or absence of participation of women and the disadvantaged in land registration committees, during land measurement and other processes due to various factors. Lack of women’s and the disadvantaged groups’ participation in land dispute resolution and other activities related to land issues.
[bookmark: _Toc487729312][bookmark: _Toc494790632]Customary norms and Traditions:-traditional gender roles and negative attitudes towards women’s ploughing, this leads women to enter into sharecropping and other agreements with men and this in turn exposes them to various forms of abuses, manipulations and at last tenure insecurity. Customary laws of inheritance and marriage that do not recognize women’s rights. This is more problematic for women in polygamous marriages. Traditional attitudes or insensitiveness by men, judges, and administration officials and others about women and the disadvantaged.
[bookmark: _Toc487729313][bookmark: _Toc494790633]Policy Related Factors:-Lack of legal provisions or unclear provisions for women in polygamous marriages. The land implementation strategy did not adequately describe the participation of women and the disadvantaged in the land registration process. Lack of strong enforcement gender policy or guideline at Woreda and kebele levels. 
[bookmark: _Toc487729314][bookmark: _Toc494790634]Service and Infrastructure Related Factor:-Inaccessibility of legal services, problems related with physical capacities of women and the disadvantaged, financial and other problems. Informal or lack of written agreements during sharecropping, hiring of labour, land renting, other inputs and lack of negotiation skills to stand for one’s rights and benefits. Difficulties in getting labour and other inputs to directly cultivate the land. This would lead women and the disadvantaged to seek others involvement and this in turn contributes a lot for their abuse, manipulations and lose tenure security.                                          
Deceptions by ex-husbands, relative and anyone who engage in land renting, sharecropping and other agreements with women and the disadvantage and lastly losing land ownership. Women’s equal rights to access, own and control land, adequate housing and property are firmly recognized under international law. However, at country level, the persistence of discriminatory laws, policies, patriarchal customs, traditions and attitudes in various countries are still blocking women from enjoying their rights.
Eroded customary laws and practices:-Due to colonial influences, individualization of land tenure, land market pressure and other factors, many customary laws and practices have eroded over time; the forms of solidarity that used to exist and that protected women from exclusion, have now disappeared in many areas. Even where statutory national laws recognize women’s rights to land, housing and property, “traditional” values prevail amongst judges, police Officers, local councillors and land officials. They often interpret statutory laws in what at present are understood to be “customary ways”, as a result of which women are deprived of the rights they should enjoy under statutory law.
Registration of land in name of husband:-While in communal land tenure systems, women had significant indirect access and Rights to use communal resources through their roles as household managers, they were further excluded when land tenure was individualized and invariably adjudicated and registered in the name of “heads of households” or men. Without legal protection, women are at risk of suddenly becoming landless, as has happened in the many cases where the husband sells the family land. Upon divorce, women still have to prove their contribution to the marital home in court. Upon the death of the husband, the marital home is included in the deceased husband’s estate and is divided among his heirs. Many succession laws only entitle widows to a temporary use right of the marital home. If the marital home had been registered jointly, it would not become part of the estate upon the death of any spouse, and instead the widow would remain registered right holder of the land and house with the authority to sell, mortgage or carry out any other transaction. Unequal land distribution and widening gaps between rich and poor have further excluded women.
Discriminatory laws and policies:-An increasing number of countries has now recognized women’s equal rights in their Constitution, thus complying with international human rights standards and obligations.
Limited implementation:-Laws and policies, even if recognizing women’s equal rights to land and property, are still very difficult to implement. Regulations and guidelines for implementation of laws and policies are often very technical and in many cases have not yet been written from a gender perspective. As a result, forms for registration of land for example, often simply lack the space to indicate joint registration of both spouses. And the land officials having to work with these forms often lack any gender awareness. Persistent cultural and customary attitudes also work against implementation of women’s rights.
Lack of representation on decision-making bodies:-Without gender aware officials on bodies dealing with land allocation, inheritance and dispute settlement, a male bias among these officials will continue to stand in the way to women’s enjoyment of their rights. Moreover, inclusion of women in decision-making and policy formulation processes, especially among vulnerable groups such as slum dwellers, ethnic minorities etc. are crucial.
Lack of awareness:-Among men and women alike, there still is a lack of gender and human rights awareness, of the serious repercussions that the denial of women’s rights continue to have and of the possible strategies towards actual implementation of these rights on the ground. In addition, many women do not have information, confidence, experience and resources to obtain what they are legally entitled to.

[bookmark: _Toc487729257][bookmark: _Toc494892793]2.7WHY IS GENDER AN ISSUE IN ACCESS TO AND CONTROL OVER LAND?
Gender inequalities are widespread across many dimensions of societal life including households, social, economic and political institutions. The united nation (UN) recognized that gender inequality resulting from women’s low status persist in all societies although the extent of the gap varies across countries, cultures and time. Gender inequality is difference in rights and privileges between women and men reflected in legal statutes, customary laws and community practices. These differences are reflected in marriage, inheritance, property ownership and management, in household and community activities and decision-making. Deprivation of women’s land right through customary practices regarding land inheritance and property distribution after divorce is challenge in patriarchal societies. Men remain central heirs and holders of land rights in patrilineal communities. Women’s direct access to land is often limited in traditional societies. Women have indirect access to land in terms of use rights acquired through kinship relationships and their status as wives, mothers, sisters or daughters (Davison, 1988) Divorced women’s access to marital land at divorce is hardly realized in the studied communities. Customary divorce law allows women to take their clothes as they leave their homes on divorce. Divorced women hardly get justice through community dispute settlement procedures and they have no easy access to legal systems thus, their legal right to share of marital land is not effected in reality.
[bookmark: _Toc487729258][bookmark: _Toc494892794]2.8 INTERNATIONAL POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND INSTITUTIONS
International law has framed gender equality as part of global concern on human rights and basic freedoms for social, economic and political rights. These include claims on access to and control over productive resources like land. Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 (UDHR, 1948) and international laws and conventions developed afterwards have a number of provisions to address gender equality. The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) prohibits any distinction, exclusion or restriction on the basis of gender that harms or nullifies women’s human rights and fundamental freedoms (UNCEDAW, 1979:3).It establishes women’s rights on par with those of men to political, economic and social participation and benefit. Articles 7-8, 10-13 and 16 of CEDAW have comprehensive coverage and oblige signatory states to achieve these goals. The Beijing Declaration on its Article 35 states that governments should ensure women’s equal access to economic resources including land, credit, science and technology, vocational training, etc.as a means to further the advancement and empowerment of women (UN DES DAW, 1995: 35).Governments are required to incorporate gender perspective in all policies and programs to bring about political, economic and social development through women’s empowerment and gender equality. 
International laws had significant influence on national laws. Most countries around the world affirm principles of basic human rights and most national constitutions give explicit reference to equality between women and men. A country’s legal system often incorporates national statutory law, international commitments entered and conventions ratified. Statutory law affects all parts of the formal legal system from legislation issued by central governments to regulations and directives issued at different levels of administrations in government structures. Nevertheless, barriers exist to effective implementation of national commitments to gender equality because customary laws mostly deny women’s equal rights to land to that of the men.
[bookmark: _Toc487729260][bookmark: _Toc494892795]2.9LAND POLICIES AND LEGISLATIONS
 Land policy it is the set of intentions embodied in various policy instruments to organize land tenure and land use. it is guided by a set of basic principles: Encouragement of efficiency and promotion of economic development, Promotion of equity and social justice, Preservation of the environment and sustainable patterns of land use.
Ascertaining gender equality in rights and using regulatory policies to address specific areas of gender inequalities are critical roles of the state since gender equality has been formally acknowledged as a goal by most governments (Lastarria-Cornhiel, 1995). Addressing women’s particular disadvantages in relation to land ownership, access and control should be major focus in drafting new land policies. However, creating gender equality is a principal challenge for land policies and land administration systems. This is mainly because of lack of understanding on complex nature of property rights in existing gender relations in society. Regimes are not able to provide effective institutional structures that can protect and strengthen equitable access to land within the framework of a country’s land policy goals. There are evidences where outcomes of land reforms and land administration systems resulted in different repercussions for men and women (Agarwal, 1994; Lastarria-Cornhiel, 1995). Disparities exist between land policy goals and implementation practices in many countries. In the face of these limitations land policies and land administration systems need to consider impacts of land reforms from a gender perspective. Policy makers should take gender equality as major component in land policy formulation. Progress achieved on issuing gender-equitable land policy became deficient at level of implementation in most African countries (Jacobs, 2001). Patriarchal norms prevail even where land legislation specifically recognizes women’s equal rights on land. Constitutional and legislative provisions on women’s equal access rights to land become quite worthless unless effectively enforced. Land policy implementation basically needs efficient land administration system and strategy to address gender inequality and to ensure gender equality.
[bookmark: _Toc487729262][bookmark: _Toc494892796]2.10EQUAL LAND RIGHTS FOR WOMEN AND THE DISADVANTAGED	
Land especially for Women and the Disadvantaged groups is very important wealth(carpano, 2010).Land right contributes to promote their dignity, identity and social inclusion as well as reduces their vulnerability to poverty and risks of social and economic marginalization. 
Currently in order to protect women’s right to property the FDRE constitution under its Art.35 (7) clearly stipulated that “Women have the right to acquire, administer, control, use and transfer property. In particular, they have equal rights with men with respect to use, transfer, administration and control of land. They shall also enjoy equal treatment in the inheritance of property”. From a simple reading of this provision it is possible to deduce that in addition to international convention that we have ratified this provision has laid down the foundation for the protection and enforcement of women’s right to property. Especially in rural areas where land becomes the prominent source of the rural community livelihood the importance of this provision will become paramount. Thus during the promulgation of any rural land administration and use laws either by the federal or regional government the intention and purposes of this provision is required to be adhered because any slight diversion from the contents of this provision will make it unconstitutional and therefore null and void.  It could be due to such reason that the federal rural land law beyond recognition of individuals right to acquire rural land free of charge so long as they want to engaged in agricultural activity and attain the age of 18 years of age  has underlined and gave its emphasis under Art. 5( C) in stating that “Women  who want to engage  in agriculture shall have the right to get and use rural land”. 
[bookmark: _Toc487729263][bookmark: _Toc494892797]2.11 LAND REFORM
[bookmark: _Toc487729265]Land reforms are often recommended to improve women's access to and control over land. However, such reforms can be counter-productive if there is no attention for gender issues. If land titles are issued to those with the strongest claims under local law, men usually benefit at the expense of women. Thus it is recommended that registration programmes should issue titles to the actual users of the land, while taking account of socio-economic and political factors (Von Benda- Beckman et al., 1997). In addition, one should take account of the fact that it may be difficult for women to keep control over the land and other resources obtained through land reforms due to pressures from, for example, relatives to sell, lease or lend their land to others. Women may find it difficult to cultivate the land or take care of the crops if they have no control over other productive factors, such as labour and tools. Finally, local officials may not support new legislation or programmes that target women (Lastaria-Cornhiel, 1995).
[bookmark: _Toc494892798]2.12ACCESS TO RURAL LANDS 
Under the debate on current rural land issues and pressure from different sources, the present Ethiopian government has taken measures to address the land tenure problems of the country. While the land debate was more on the ownership issues, the government doesn’t want to change its public ownership policy, yet is trying to show that it is committed to guaranteeing access to land to peasants and pastoralists and to ensuring security of land use rights. As mentioned above, government’s ownership of all lands and peasants’ and pastoralists’ free access to rural land are enshrined in the 1995 Federal Constitution. Since then, both Federal and regional governments have started to take some measures to address some of the above land tenure problems.
The need for federal and regional rural land administration laws is indicated in the 1995 Federal Constitution and is generally (and as officially stated) directed towards addressing land tenure problems. Land administration and use laws focus on issues of land access and tenure security and are among important government measures that must be undertaken to alleviate land tenure problems.
Regarding land tenure issues and their economic implications, it seems that since the last days of the Derg regime, policy intensions, at least officially stated, seem to be based on the well- established economic theory of tenure security and its resultant economic benefits. Put more simply, the theory states that tenure security has a positive impact on land values; investment, input use and land output. The following examples show how the government considers such land tenure problems and what measures are suggested to resolve the problems. As indicated above, the 1995 Federal Constitution provided for land rights of access, use, and transfer to peasants and pastoralists. It also  demands  the  enactment  of  land  administration  laws  both  by  federal  and  regional governments. Such Federal land administration law was enacted in July 1997 “Rural Land Administration Proclamation, No. 89/1997.” This law vested Regional Governments with the power of land administration. The law provides peasants with holding rights defined as “the right any peasant shall have to use rural land for agricultural purposes as well as to lease and, while the right remains in effect, bequeath it to his family member; and includes the right to acquire property thereon, by his labour or capital, and to sell, exchange and bequeath same” (Art 2 Sub Art. 3).
[bookmark: _Toc487729267][bookmark: _Toc494892799]2.13MODALITIES OF LAND ACQUISITION 
There are different ways through which a person may acquire land in Ethiopia. The law recognizes the following ways for a person to get rural land. 
[bookmark: _Toc487729268][bookmark: _Toc494892800]2.13.1 Land Grant 
As mentioned above the Federal Constitution and the subsequent land laws have created a free access to rural land for those who wish to engage in agricultural activities. Any person, who is 18years and above has the right to get rural land by grant, The government, through its different land administration apparatuses, is empowered to give land to those who are in need of it.Land grant may be made from unoccupied government lands, communal lands, land reserve (land left without heirs and claimed back by government, land claimed back by the state because the holder leaves the area permanently or neglect the land), and finally by conducting land Distribution. Land redistribution, as discussed above, has less appeal to land holders who are supposed to give consent for its distribution.
[bookmark: _Toc487729269][bookmark: _Toc494892801]2.13.2 Inheritance and Donation
The second means of acquiring land is inheritance or donation. Any person who is a member of Peasant family may have the right to get rural land from his/her family through inheritance or Donation/gift (Art. 5.2 of Proc. 456/2005, art.7 of Amhara.) A family member is defined as “any person who permanently lives with holder of holding right sharing the livelihood of the latter”(Art. 2.5 of Proc 456/2005). Unlike the family members recognized by the Federal Revised Family Code (RFC) as those who are related by marriage, blood and adoption, the Federal Rural Land Law follows a slightly different path. As can be inferred from the above cited provision, a family member is one who “lives” with the peasant who holds the land and “shares” his “livelihood.” The requirements are basically two: residency and management. It means, first, she/he must permanently live with the farmer under the same roof (residency element); and second, he must totally rely on the peasant farmer for his life and has no other income of his own. He is under the control and administration of the farmer (management element). This means, the law does not specifically require marital or a blood relation for a person to be considered as a family. Hence, a labourer who has no alternative income of his own and lives with the farmer without salary under the same roof may be considered as family member and eligible for inheritance.
Even the Amhara Rural Land Proclamation goes one more step by allowing inheritance of land by will to any farmer engaged in agriculture (Art.16.1). By contrast, it is not possible to inherit or donate rural land to one’s children who live elsewhere or are engaged in other professions. The rationale behind such rule seems that since land belongs to the state and the people and not a private one, it has to be transferred to those who are in need of it, irrespective of their blood relation. Small Scale Land Rental and Lease As already mentioned above, land rights could be transferred permanently through inheritance and donation. Besides, there are other modalities through which land use rights may be transferred temporarily to others. We can call them commercial land transactions to differentiate them from inheritance and gift. To be specific, the law recognizes rent (from farmer to farmer) and lease (from government to investor) as the two possible ways to transfer land use rights temporarily. Sale and mortgage are not yet allowed.
[bookmark: _Toc487729270][bookmark: _Toc494892802]2.14 CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS
The study revealed that main land policy issues are protected in the constitution. The land administration system of the Amhara region benefited from the significant status given to land issues in the constitution. The arguments for inclusion of major land issues in the constitution can be summarized as to give it a relative permanence, to reflect the importance deserves and to reach a consensus at key national issues. According to respondent professionals, land has to be a central part in the constitution. Land is a major factor to create and maintain a country as unified economic, social and political entity. The constitution can be said incomplete if it lacks land issues in it.On the contrary some argue that placing land issues in the constitution does not understand the dynamic nature of land. According to them, flexibility which is hardly possible for constitutional matters is required to effectively manage land issues (Rahmato D. 2005; Adal, 2002). It is clear that the arguments on both sides have strong reasons.
The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has enshrined the basic principles about the property right of citizens under (FDRE, The Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Proclamation No.1/1995, 1995) (Article 40. Sub-article 1) of this article generally provides that “every Ethiopian citizen has the right to the ownership of private property. Unless prescribed otherwise by law on account of public interest, this right shall include the right to acquire, to use and, in a manner compatible with the rights of other citizens, to dispose of such property by sale or bequest or to transfer it otherwise.” This is a very big departure from the property system of the previous regime which acknowledged government ownership of the major means of production as the main property relations (PMGE, 1987).The constitution boldly underline that the right to sell or buy land is not included in the bundle of rights given to the landholder. The landholder can be the owner of both movable and immovable properties developed on his land. The intention of legislators while restricting the ownership right is to protect the peasants from eviction caused by distress sell.
[bookmark: _Toc487729271][bookmark: _Toc494892803]2.15 IMPORTANCE OF LAND FOR WOMEN
[bookmark: _Toc487729272][bookmark: _Toc494892804]2.15.1 Economic Value
Land is the basis for shelter, food and economic activities (FAO 2002) and increasing women’s control over land could have a strong and immediate effect on the welfare of the next generation (Deininger 2003).Rights to land are very vital for countries that use land as prerequisite to access for credit. Rights to land help women to use the land as mortgage to get loan and the loan helps the women in order to engage in small enterprises which brings a positive changes in the livelihood status of the women (Deininger 2003).According to his explanation, whether or not women’s being engaged in agriculture, access rights to land is very important to change the economic status of women.
[bookmark: _Toc487729273][bookmark: _Toc494892805]2.15.2 Land right as a basic human right
It is needless to state that human rights are interdependent. Apart from the interdependence of human rights, property rights to land have been treated as an element of other fundamental rights and freedoms such as the right to adequate food, the right to adequate housing, minorities’ rights, the right to work, the right to development and rights of women. Moreover, ‘a key principle which would apply to all types of legislation, policies and programmes in the field of land-related rights is the prohibition of discrimination.’ While there exists direct or indirect correlation between all these rights and right to land, the ones that one can observe with regard to the right to adequate food and housing appears to be enormously apparent and they are in many respects interdependent with one another.
The CEDAW also stated that women’s right to have access to development and to involve in agricultural sectors engaging in agriculture is a matter of having land or not having it.Land in terms of human rights should not be discriminatory and in Africa where the gender balance is not neutral, assuring right to land for women has to be taken as affirmative action to balance the gender inequality. Therefore, land has a human right perspective to develop, to have an income and to be food secured. Besides for countries to have economic development and agricultural production, women should have a role in the process which obviously requires land as a basic ground. In countries that land rights in discriminatory to women, recognition of access to land as basic human rights solves the cultural and social problem of women. As Agarwal explanation on her equality argument to land rights states that land rights to women is about sense of equality which is an indicator of economic empowerment and it facilitates in challenging gender inequality in social and political areas (Agarwal 1994).
[bookmark: _Toc487729274][bookmark: _Toc494892806]2.15.3 Empowerment Issue 
Empowerment is a ‘process that enhances the ability of disadvantaged (powerless) individuals or groups to challenge and change (in their favour) the existing power relationships that place them in a subordinate economic, social, and political position’ (Agarwal 1994:39). Land ownership rights to land, having access right to land gives economic empowerment to women as well as social and political power (Agarwal 1994:39) and being empowered means it will give them the ability to struggle for their freedom and to reduce the gender disparity in the household and the society (Agarwal 1994;2002). Besides, empowered women gets social security where everyone treat them with a respect, acceptance in a society and decision making power within the household and family and women rights to land ‘can make a notable difference to women’s bargaining power within the home and community’(Agarwal 2003). According to (Agarwal 1994) an old woman with a land gets good respect from grandchild than a woman without access or ownership right to land. Giving 
land rights to women would empowered them economically and it strengths the women’s ability to question social and cultural inequalities (Agarwal, 2002).

[bookmark: _Toc487729275][bookmark: _Toc494892807]
CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH MATERAL AND METHOD
This section discusses the methodological choices and research processes employed to uncover information needed to address the questions posed at the beginning of this study. The fieldwork was combined with a study of the wider social, political and historical contexts within which the actions/inactions of social actors and institutions were embedded. Given that people’s perspectives, social life experiences and knowledge of their communities and their effects on wellbeing and lively-hoods are critical to the understanding of the transformation occurring within the communities, they have a prominent place in my investigation. In order to make a closer investigation of the effects of women’s access and control over rural land the required information was collected from the selected study area by means of key informants interview, direct (personal) observation, focus group discussion and questionnaires. Accordingly, the required information is obtained from both primary and secondary sources. The primary data has been  collected  from  household  surveys  and  through  participatory  approach  which included focus group discussions, key informants interviews and direct observation and both open and closed ended questionnaires. Secondary data are collected and used from the relevant literature and legal frame work.
Thus, the method of data collection is interview with sample household heads, participatory group discussions and interview of key informants from the community and officials of relevant offices. The types of research method that are employed for this study are a kind of mixed design in which the qualitative methodology takes the greater part. Quantitative design is also employed to some extent to address some information that cannot be obtained through qualitative method. Finally, the research methodology is organized under the following sections: research design, population sample technique, research instruments, and data collection procedure and data analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc487729276][bookmark: _Toc494892808]3.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA
 The study area are chosen purposively by the researcher, by considering the extent of the implementation practice of women’s access to and control over land of the two Kebele because of Alefa Woreda complain hearing report of 2016 shows that from the total number of 24 kebele the Woreda women land holder complain greater than in these two kebele of the Woreda women land holder complain.
[bookmark: _Toc487729277][bookmark: _Toc494892809]3.1.1 Location	
Astronomically, Alefa is located between  30’N and 1145’ N latitude and 36 30’ E and 37 10’ E of longitudinal lines.The total area of the woreda is 96,095.25 hectare. Alefa woreda is named after the historic region to the southwest of Lake Tana, which is the target of a punitive expedition led by Emperor Susenyos in 1608. Alefa is one of the woredas in the Amhara Region of Ethiopia and Part of the north Gondar Zone. The relative location of Alefa woreda is, it is found north of semen Achefer woreda, south of Takussa woreda, east of Koara woreda and west of Lake Tana. It has 25 Keble’s. Among these, 24 are rural Keble’s and 1 urban Keble. The administrative center is Shahura Town, which is situated 680 km from Addis Abeba, the capital of Ethiopia 88 km from the regions capital Bahir Dar and 142 km from North Gonder.
[bookmark: _Toc487729278][bookmark: _Toc494892810]3.1.2 Climate
Climate determines both the type and efficiency of agricultural activities performed in a given area there are various types’ elements of weather and climatic that characterized the climate type of the given area among this temperature and rain fall are the most common ones .The climate of the study area is divided in to two agro climatic zones. These are Woina Dega and kola which accounts 45%, 55% and respectively. In addition to this out of the 24 rural Keble’s, 12 rural Keble’s have Woina Degas type of climate and the rest 12 rural Keble’s have Kola types of climate. The mean annual temperature ranges from 180-270c. The woreda receives summer (Kermit) mean annual rain fall ranges from 900 mm- 1400 mm. The highest rain fall season starts from June and ends to the mid of September, while December, January, and February are mostly the driest months in the Woreda. It also receives small amount of rain fall in spring (March, April and May) which could not support agricultural production (Alefa Woreda Agricultural office, 2015)
[bookmark: _Toc487729279][bookmark: _Toc494892811]3.1.3 Topography 
The largest part of the woreda is rugged terrain accounts for 70%, plains which accounts 20% and 10 % are plateaus and valleys which is the most suitable for agricultural purposes. The woreda lies in altitude ranging from 800 m to 2268 m .a.s.l.( Alefa Woreda Agriculture office, 2015)
[bookmark: _Toc487729280][bookmark: _Toc494892812]3.1.4 Socio-Economic activities 
According to the 2015 woreda census, the total population of the woreda is 215,250 out of which 106,402 are females and 108,848 are males. From the total population, 29,060 are male and 3,490 are females totally 32,550 of the population live in rural areas. The population density of the woreda is 1.02 persons per kilometre square. The language spoken is Amharic and the dominant religion is Orthodox Christian. Agriculture is the main economic activity and livelihood source of the woreda. It is characterized by mixed farming that includes both crop production and Livestock raring. The agro-climatic conditions of the area are favourable for the growing of variety of crops and raring of different animals. The main crops widely grown in the area are Teff, maize, millet, and sorghum and. In addition, vegetables and crops produced by using small-scale irrigation. The average farm size per house hold is 1.08hectare (Alefa Woreda Finance and Economics planning office, 2015).  
Livestock plays significant role for the livelihood of woreda population. Its main contributions is in providing draft power, food etc. Some of the domestic animals reared are cattle, sheep, goat donkey, mule and poultry.





 



[bookmark: _Toc487729281][bookmark: _Toc494892813]3.2 METHODOLOGY
[bookmark: _Toc487729282][bookmark: _Toc494892814]3.2.1 Research Design
Research design is a comprehensive plan for data collection and it is a blue print for empirical research aimed at answering specific research questions or testing specific hypotheses. The research design that is utilized for this study is a kind of descriptive survey design. Alongside this, the researcher engaged both quantitative and Qualitative research methods.
[bookmark: _Toc487729283][bookmark: _Toc494892815]3.2.2 Source of data
To conduct this research, both primary data source and secondary data source were used.
[bookmark: _Toc494892816]3.2.2.1 Primary sources of Data
Interview:- Interview was carried out with 15 different relevant land administration experts, influential elders, religious leaders, officials of Land Administration Bureau as well judges and lawyers. Face to face interview was conducted by the researcher to get detail information about the study. For the interview, interview guides were prepared.
Focus group discussion: - Focus group discussion with two groups was conducted. In each group eight women land holders were grouped. Group leader was selected. The group leader was the kebele land administration expert who is familiar with the kebele women land holder’s and their land use problems.  Besides the group leaders, the researcher herself facilitates the overall discussion. For this, focus group discussion checklists were prepared. 
 Personal observation:-  As a civil servant and expert of land administration working in the study area, the researcher can observe and judge the existing women’s access and control over land and the manner of land transfer in the Woreda. For this, personal observation checklists were prepared.
Household surveys: For household survey, the sample households are selected from each of the kebele randomly. The household sample number is about 103 that is selected randomly using probability proportional to sample size sampling technique for the purpose of data triangulation. For the household survey, both closed and open ended questionnaires prepared, which prompt the respondent to give a particular kind of answer, were employed to those people who are knowledgeable about the stated problem of their area. In particular 103 respondents were addressed through these questionnaires.
[bookmark: _Toc487729284][bookmark: _Toc494892817]3.2.2.2 Secondary sources of data
The relevant literature materials as secondary sources including the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) constitution, Federal Rural Land Administration and Use Proclamation No.456/2005, Amhara Regional State Rural land use and Administration proclamation no, 133/2006 used in relation to secondary data of the study. This begins with collecting and reviewing relevant documents and research papers accessible from various sources such as internet, regional offices, Woreda offices, scholarly studies and reports that are related to the title of the research, Amhara national regional state (A.N.R.S) as a whole and the respective Woreda in particular.
[bookmark: _Toc487729285][bookmark: _Toc494892818]3.2.3 Population
Target population is the total population from which sample is going to be selected. Generally, the population for the study are women land holders of the two Kebeles, So, it is 500 (about 5% in each kebele) representing women,292 households from Amechaho Kebele and 208 households from Atuga Kebele ,It is the total number of women from rural households in the two Kebele. Each household represented by women.
[bookmark: _Toc487729286][bookmark: _Toc494892819]3.2.4 Sample size and Sampling techniques	
3.2.4.1 Sampling Techniques
The sampling technique that employee to carry out this study is purposive, to identify informants and participants of FGD, and simple random sampling for household survey. Simple random sampling a sample that has been selected using random selection so that each unit in the population has a known chance of being selected. The aim of simple random sampling   is  to keep  sampling error  to a low  minimum  it also involves selection of informant’s given an equal chance of being selected Whereas the number of female heeded house hold land holding people was found relatively large in size and live in scattered areas. Thus, simple random sampling method was found appropriate. Purposive sampling involves selection of informants based on an important characteristic under study, such as, position in society (for example, community leader or influential ordinary households) with specific cultural knowledge. The information is selected with the assistance of local leaders and other local persons. The informants were repeatedly interviewed in order to explore issues of land tenure with an in-depth manner. For the sake of this study, it was purposive in the sense that the selected respondents or sites are important persons or potential area for the problem under investigation.
3.2.4.2 Sample size
The researcher deemed necessary to take independent sample for each Kebele to ensure equal representation of households as the two Keble’s has different number of households. Therefore, sample size is determined on the total number of households 500 and independent samples is considered from households in each Kebele, 292 and 208 households from Amechaho and Atuga Kebeles respectively using simple random sampling method. The sample size for collecting quantitative data for this research is determined using Cochran’s (1977) formula as indicated on Bartlett Kotrlik and Higgins (Bartlett and Higgins, 2001). This study uses the following formula to calculate sample size
Given available resources, existing capacity to administer/monitor the survey and the importance of increasing and diversifying sample sizes, a reasonable sample size was taken from the selected study areas. Simple random sampling method for those female headed household land holder. The purposive selection was conducted for interviews in concerned officials and experts for the sample of the study. This is due to the sample female headed households land holding was selected randomly for questionnaire. Hence the number of female headed households and local land committees working in land and related matters were available during the interview time was included in the sample.  Whereas the number of female heeded house hold land holding people was found relatively large in size and live in scattered areas. Thus, simple  random sampling method was found appropriate and applied a simplified statistical formula to determine the required sample size at 95% confidence level,  level of precision= 5% (0.05).
n

Where n is the sample size, N is the total population 500 (total female headed household heads), and e is the level of precision. The above formula required a minimum of 103 responses that this study was carried out. After having the total number of female headed household heads in each of the selected area, only 103 households were selected based on probability proportional to sample size. The sampled female headed house hold were selected by simple random sampling methods and interviewed by using interview schedule.
Sample size for amechoho Kebele is: _292 x  103 =   60
                                                                         500
Sample size for Atuga Kebele is:    208 x 103   = 43
                                                                    500
Sum of sample sizes taken from each Kebele = 60+ 43 = 103.
[bookmark: _Toc486947879][bookmark: _Toc486988709][bookmark: _Toc493261634]Table 3. 1: Number of Households and Sample Size by Kebele
	Selected kebele
	Total Number of households
	Sampled households

	Amechaho kebele 
	292
	60

	Atuga kebele
	208
	43

	Total
	500
	103


[bookmark: _Toc487729289]

[bookmark: _Toc494892820]3.2.5 Validity and Reliability of tools used
The overall goal of feminist research is to explain and accurately communicate the real experience of the target population. This study applied appropriate mechanisms to collect important information on the existing situation from survey respondents on women’s access to and control over rural land. The research questionnaire was originally prepared in English It was carefully articulated Amharic to ensure clarity to avoid bias and to get reliable information The questionnaire was translated to the local language Amharic during data collection time so that language should not be barrier to respondents to spell out what they have in mind by asking each respondents one by one This was done to avoid error during data entry. A pre-test was conducted before actual data collection using small representative sample to find out whether the questions are measuring what is intended to be measured. Clarity of wordings in view of respondents’ level of understanding was checked on the pre-test to avoid research bias. It was proved that respondents have good understanding of questions presented in the questionnaire. The main survey was conducted from January to April 2009.
[bookmark: _Toc487729290][bookmark: _Toc494892821]3.2. 6 Methods of data analysis and Presentation
3.2.6.1 Data Analysis
The researcher first examines the collected data, and then analyse the required information by drawing references. During data analysis, both qualitative and quantitative data techniques use to analyse the collected data, questionnaire is analysed by using descriptive statistical tools, mainly in tabular and present. While the qualitative data that was collected by using interview, focus group discussion and personal observation will be narrated and reported in words or text. Quantitative data collected/both primary and secondary data/ during the field study analysed by using simple descriptive statistical methods such as averages, ratios, and percentages.
3.2.6.2 Data Presentation
Apart from data analysis technique the data were presented through using word chart and by tables, pie chart and line chart may also be used if it is necessary. By interpreting and analysing the collected data the result or hypothesis of the final findings presented.
[bookmark: _Toc487729291][bookmark: _Toc494892822]CHAPTER FOUR: RESULT AND DISCUSSIONS
This chapter brings us to the systematic analysis and presentations of data gathered from the field. In doing so, the chapter has utilized different items and inputs; these are the results of the respondents‟ idea, voices of the informants, focus group discussion (FGD) participants and the relevant works of scholars relating to the issues under investigation. The chapter begun by providing a general description and discussion on the demographic characteristics of the respondents such as their respective kebele, sex, age and ethnic composition of the sampled house-hold and community status of informants in focus group discussion  (FGD) and key informant interviews. Women’s access to and control over land that had been in practice in the study areas are vividly described by grouping them according to their character and compared with the current land administration system. And finally on the protection and management of women’s land holder.
[bookmark: _Toc487729292][bookmark: _Toc494892823]4.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF SAMPLED HOUSEHOLD
Quantitative data is collected and analysed on demographic and social characteristics of the sampled respondents by kebele, age group, sex, marital status, religion, ethnicity and educational background are shown in the Table below.
[bookmark: _Toc493261631][bookmark: _Toc486947887][bookmark: _Toc486988717][bookmark: _Toc487729293]Table 4. 1: Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics of the Respondents
	General Characteristics
 
	Kebele
	Total (N)
	Per cent

	
	Amechaho
	Atuga
	
	

	Age of Respondent
	25-34
	15
	10
	25
	24

	
	35-44
	17
	13
	30
	29

	
	45-59
	20
	14
	34
	33

	
	60 and above
	8
	6
	14
	14

	
	Total
	63
	43
	103
	100

	Sex of Respondent
	Male
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	Female
	60
	43
	103
	100

	
	 Total
	60
	43
	103
	100

	Marital Status
	 Single
	 11
	5
	 16
	16

	
	 Marred
	  6
	4
	 10
	10

	
	 Divorced
	  18
	12
	   30
	29

	
	 Widowed
	   25
	22
	  47
	45

	
	Total
	   60  
	43
	103
	100

	Religion
	 Christian
	60
	43
	103
	100

	
	 Muslim
	-
	  -
	-
	-

	
	  Total
	60
	43
	103
	100

	Ethnicity
	Oromo
	-
	-
	  -
	  

	
	Amhara
	60
	43
	103
	 100

	
	Tigre
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	  Total
	  60
	   43
	  103
	 100

	Level of education
	Illiterate
	54
	39
	93
	90

	
	 Read and Right
	6
	4
	10
	10

	
	 Primary and junior (1-8)
	     -
	-
	-
	-

	
	 Secondary
	-
	-
	-
	-

	
	Tertiary and Above
	    -
	-
	-
	

	
	Total
	60
	43
	103
	100


Table 4.1 shows that from the total 103 sampled households about 33% of the sampled households are found within 45-59 years age group and they are at a good age position for understanding and describing the nature of women’s access to and control over land While 29%  of the sampled households are younger and capable of providing good information about the currently access to and control over land and 24% of the sampled households in 25-34 age group  they can provide some information about women’s access to and control over land in the study area With regards to marital status 45%  are widowed,29% are divorced,16% are marred ,10%of the sampled households are single as shown the type of marriage  in the table In terms of education, the highest proportions of the respondents are illiterate, which covers about 90 % while 10% of them can read and right and all of the sampled households are orthodox religion Hence,  above the table demonstrates demographic distribution of respondents in the quantitative survey of the women from different age groups, marital status, educational back ground, ethnicity, and religion 
[bookmark: _Toc494892824]4.2 SEX COMPOSITION AND COMMUNITY STATUS OF INFORMANTS IN FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSION AND IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS
Sex and community status of the informants in focus group discussions and in-depth interviews were important to generate primary information about the physical attributes of existing women access to and control over land. Accordingly, 15 informants in focus group discussion (FGDs) and in-depth interviews were female and the majorities of them were men with having different position within societies such as land administration and use committees, land administration and use expert, judges, lawyers, different official related to the issue of the research and influential elders and religious leaders. This is due to the expectation of having in-depth knowledge about the stated problem of women’s access to and control over land and the implementation status of these among the community. Therefore, in order to extract primary data that enables to examine the system of women’s access to and control over land and to investigate the status of these skilful customary knowledge of such male dominated informants were important.
[bookmark: _Toc487729297][bookmark: _Toc494892825]4.3MEANS OF LAND ACQUISITION IN THE STUDY AREA
[bookmark: _Toc487729298][bookmark: _Toc486947892][bookmark: _Toc486988722]A number of questions were included in the survey questionnaire and qualitative survey tools to collect data on women’s access to and control over rural land. Questions focused on women’s access to land as a means of land acquisition. 



[bookmark: _Toc493261632]Table 4. 2:  Distributions of respondents by means of land acquisition
	
	Kebele
	
	

	Means of land acquisition
	Atuga
	amechaho
	Total
	Percent

	Through land distribution
	22
	28
	50
	49

	Inheritance from father and mother
	14
	20
	34
	33

		Gift from father and Mather 
	
	
	
	
	



	5
	8

	13
	12

	Rent from other land holder laholholdersbyagreements
	2
	4
	6
	6

	Total
	43
	60
	103
	100


Data collected on means of land acquisition in the study area reflected that out of the total 103 respondents 49% responded that they accessed land through land distribution, 33% respondents responded that they accessed land through inheritance from mother and father, 12% respondents they accessed land through gift from father and Mather, 6% respondents they get access to land through rent. Therefore the study showed that women’s gaining land mainly during land distribution and women’s gaining land only use right by rent in a small proportion compared to other land acquisition methods. Because few women have rent the land from other land holders and cultivate and produce crops by daily labourer.
[bookmark: _Toc487729304][bookmark: _Toc494892826]4.4 CONTROL OVER LAND 
The study showed that control over land was strongly linked to land holding, (In Ethiopian land ownership does not exist, farmers are holding land, or they are land holders), have the right to take major decisions with regard to the land (e.g. which investments to make, whether to illegally sell the land, etc.). The study showed that out of the total number of 103 survey respondents 87% of the respondents indicated in Figure 4.1that men control over land, whereas only 13% of the respondents indicated that women’s control over land. Therefore, the study shows that respondents who indicated that it was easy to men control over land rather than women control over land in the study area.  Control over land was mainly ascribed to men due to the higher status credited to them by society, the advantages accorded to men through the patrilineal descent system and their relatively better financial positions. Men’s greater control over land was further highlighted by the fact that they had greater opportunities to hold land in the communities studied than women. Despite the constraints encountered by women with regard to land holding, in focus group discussion and interview respondents indicated that there had been an increase in land holding amongst women in their communities. Traditional barriers to women’s acquisition of land are beginning to break down in the study area. Control over land and empowerment of rural communities is still an area of concern in present land tenure system. The limited number of land rights and the restrictions on existing rights imply that women’s landholders have little control over their landholdings. For instance, Ownership belongs to the government; transfer rights to acquire land by way of purchase, exchange or mortgage are prohibited by law; there are restrictions on inheritance in that only a family member can inherit land; and land lease rights are restricted in terms of proportion of land to be rented out and the duration of each rent period. Despite the fact that there are provisions on compensation for land taken by the government, this is not carried out properly with due process and formal rules. Landholders therefore have little discretion to make decisions concerning their holdings, and this lack of decision-making power implies holders’ lack of control over their holdings. However, after the change of government in 1991, the government expressed in policy documents that it will follow decentralized and participatory approaches.
In reality, rural communities have not been empowered to make decisions about their land and other natural resources. At present, many rural and traditional institutions have not been given appropriate voice in the decision-making process regarding land administration and management of resources; land administration was historically undertaken by political and administrative institutions. In land administration laws and policies, community organizations and traditional institutions are not given due consideration. For instance, despite mentioning the existence of communal holdings, no detailed provisions on their administration by traditional institutions exist. But traditional management of such resources like communal grazing lands in farming communities and lands of pastoralists have long been managed by local traditional institutions. When there are no formal and adequately organized institutions to administer natural resources, traditional rural institutions are undermined and weakened by modern top-down rural development approaches. One important manifestation of such institutional gaps and the alienation of the rural community from resource management is that the communal natural resources formerly managed by rural communities and their institutions are being destroyed; communal grazing lands, woodlots, and other resources are currently left without proper management. The Government’s paternalistic approach in terms of natural resources management could not convince the rural communities to protect the resources. Another example is that there is official view that considers communal resources as existing in an open access regime and hence there is an intention to individualize such resources.
[bookmark: _Toc493261636]Figure 4.1: Distributions of respondents by means of control over land 
[bookmark: _Toc486580720][bookmark: _Toc486947898][bookmark: _Toc486988728][bookmark: _Toc487729305]
[bookmark: _Toc487729306][bookmark: _Toc494892827]4.5 DECISION-MAKING WITH REGARD TO LAND
All interviews and focus group discussions were conducted in the two Keble Community level interviews with land administration committee (LAC) members, focus group discussions with rural women were carried out by employing a local language translator. Very few changes had been observed in terms of leadership and decision-making within the communities studied. Only 13% Respondents explained that decision-making power in the hands of women while 87% of the respondents indicated that men more diced than women’s and women had not equal rights to choose which crops to grow. Whether these rights were pursued depended on their resources (e.g. Access to credit, access to labour etc.). Thus, not having the right to take decisions does necessarily mean that one can actually exert these rights. The control definition was determined based on the outcomes of ‘’control’’ related questions. These questions revealed that in comparison to women. Men had greater decision making power to determine the size of the land used for farming activities; Men had more rights to transfer rights in land to their children; Men had more opportunities to register land in their names as they had more secure access to land and they were in a better position to defend their land rights; Men had greater rights to grow perennials and cash crops, an activity that enhances one’s control over land and is allowed only if one has reasonably secure access to the land; Men were more involved in forest clearing for agricultural use, a primary determinant of initial access to land and land ownership; and Men were said to have greater potential to be leaders it was considered to be too difficult to change existing traditions. Thus, it appeared that male dominance in decision-making processes had been accepted by men and women as a fundamental feature of traditional law. 
In the context of land rights decision-making refers to decision on land use as an agricultural resource and its disposition. Decision-making related to land includes, land use and improvements, control of products harvested from land including incomes earned from sales of products and decisions on land transfer through bequeath, inheritance, sale or rent. Acquisition of land rights has brought an increase in women self-confidence hence in having more women as representatives in local committees and also in making decisions with men on the use of the land and the income generated by the activities at the household level. As mentioned in the literature review, most decisions on land issues were taken by men during family meetings. Women seldom participated in such meetings and if they did, they were generally listeners or resource persons.  Finally, tradition has determined that women cannot be heads of families and therefore cannot play a leading role in matters affecting land.
[bookmark: _Toc487729307][bookmark: _Toc494892828]4.6 LAND REGISTRATION AND CERTIFICATION
 In the study area all interviews and focus group discussions revealed that 81% of the respondent’s discuss women and men registered in the names of the two while 19% of the respondent’s discusses land registered and certified in the name of the men only. In the study area All interviews and focus group discussions discuss there are practical problems during the implementation of the land laws let us see some of them: A woman who renting her land to men from 1990-1996 because she had no oxen and other necessary costs then during the land allocation time in 1996 the one who cultivate the land register by his name at this time the women did not know about it. After that in 2005 the land was coming with the name of men on certification, when she heard this situation she asked the land administration and use office but the office did not gave a solution to the holding right of she then she becomes a patient and went out from the kebele. Today she is sick-abed.
The government of Ethiopia has made significant progress for rural women’s in land registration and certification when one compared the present from the past. But still there are different practical challenges for implementing women’s rights in the land law. Also, there are many factors that have an influence on the implementation of the land laws on rural women; which include legal, socio-cultural, economic, political, administration process and institutional challenges that violate women’s rights. Although it is the difficult task for women in the implementation of regulations and proclamations that could effectively address gender inequalities on the land law 
The implications of land registration for land administration are important. The ability to identify landholders and their plots offers an opportunity for government to develop land information systems which can assist with dispute resolution, land use planning, environmental management programs, and land revenue generation. These land use certificates offer an alternative to formal title registration programs by providing evidence and legitimization of possession without a costly land registration program. Land use certificates can offer some security of tenure to land users. Such land use certificates may be seen as an intermediate step between informal land records and more formal titling programs. There are also positive opinions and hopes from peasants regarding the land certification. Some farmers living in areas where the certification process is underway believe that the certification would strengthen their rights on land. This finding is also consistent with the land registration moves of the regions are to be appreciated for starting an important process necessary for sustainable use of natural resources. However, it has to be known that, even with a good quality, land registration and certification are necessary but not sufficient conditions for tenure security. There are also concerns regarding the urgency vis-à-vis sustain ability and effectiveness of such certification programs underway in the regions in such a huge territorial and weak institutional environment. With regard to empowering women, both the husband and wife are included in the certification process thus ensuring women to hold land as opposed to the customary one that excluded wives from land ownership (USID, 2004).
[bookmark: _Toc487729308][bookmark: _Toc494892829]4.7 SECURITY OF LAND TENURE AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
Out of the total 103 respondent’s 89% of the respondents stressed that if .women were to gain greater access to land this would be beneficial to the households It would contribute to:- an increase of food supply at the household level, an improved family welfare, increased opportunities for women to decide on what to grow on their land. Male Respondents highlighted the improved family welfare, whereas female respondents emphasised the increase in food supply for the household. Based on the data above, it may be concluded that: Most respondents, both male and female, were of the view that increased access to land by women would have a positive impact on the household in terms of food security, household income and family welfare; and An increased control over land by women would have an even greater positive impact on the household in terms of food security, household income and family welfare. It was noted during the focus group discussions that increasing women’s access to and control over land alone (e.g. By transferring ownership of land to women) is unlikely to effectively and substantially raise the agricultural productivity of women, improve the household’s access to food and enhance the family welfare, as long as their access to other resources such as agricultural inputs, credit, knowledge (literacy level) and labour remain constrained. If women are to increase their productivity to the benefit of their families and households, as well as the local and regional markets, they also require an increased access to and control over other resources. 
The literature review revealed that empirical evidence on the relationship between the security of land tenure and agricultural productivity was scattered. This study showed that the majority of the respondents were of the opinion that if women were to obtain greater access to and control over land, it would have a positive impact on the household foods supply household income and family welfare, due to their increased agricultural productivity. In addition, more secure land rights would give the users of the land greater control over their labour, a rational to invest (short and long term investments) in the land and crops, access to extension services, access to credit and inputs, bargaining power, and a higher status within the community.
[bookmark: _Toc494892830][bookmark: _Toc487729309]4.8 MAJOR FACTORS AFFECTING WOMEN’S IN ACCESS TO AND CONTROL OVER LAND
A number of questions were included in the survey questionnaire and qualitative survey tools to collect data on factors affecting women’s access to and control over rural land. 
Table 4.3: Distributions of respondents by factors affecting women’s access to and control over land 
	Factors affecting women’s
Access and control over land 
	Kebele
	Total (N)
	Percent

	
	Atuga
	Amechaho
	
	

	knowledge related factors
	21
	31
	52
	50

	[bookmark: _Toc494462694][bookmark: _Toc494892831]Customary norms, attitudes  and Tradition
	5
	6
	11
	11

	[bookmark: _Toc494462695][bookmark: _Toc494892832]policy related factors,
	4
	5
	9
	9

	Registration of land in name of husband
	3
	5
	8
	8

	 Limited implementation of laws,
	4
	6
	10
	 10

	Lack of awareness
	            6
	          7
	             13
	            12

	Total
	           43
	         60
	           103
	             100


Data collected on factors affecting women’s access to and control over land in the study area reflected that out of the total 103 respondents 50% of the respondent’s responded that knowledge related factors, 12% of the respondent’s responded that Lack of awareness, 11%of the respondent’s responded that customary norms, attitudes, Therefore the study showed that women’s more affected by knowledge related factors rather than other factors.
interviews and focus group discussions were conducted in the two Keble Community level interviews with land administration committee (LAC) members, focus group discussions with rural women and other concerned bodies were carried out 95% of them says that there are different factors for rural women’s access to and control over land in the study area these factors are  knowledge related factors, Customary norms, attitudes  and Traditions, policy related factors, Registration of land in name of husband, Limited implementation of laws, Lack of awareness, In  summary,  growing  landlessness,  diminution  of  size  of  farm  holdings, women’s participation on farm activities and women’s access to agricultural inputs and Other forms of restrictions on access, tenure insecurity, and lack of control over land seem important factors observed, interviewed and discussed in the study area.
[bookmark: _Toc487729316][bookmark: _Toc494892833][bookmark: _Toc493261633]4.9 TYPES OF LAND CONFLICTS AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION 
[bookmark: _Toc494462697][bookmark: _Toc494892834]Table 4.4: Distributions of respondents by types of land conflict
	Types of land conflict 
	Kebele
	Total (N)
	Percent

	
	Atuga
	Amechaho
	
	

	Owner ship conflict 
	33
	47
	80
	78

	Boundary conflict
	5
	7
	12
	11

	Land use conflict
	3
	5
	8
	8

	Conflict caused due to laws
	2
	1
	3
	3

	Total
	43
	60
	103
	100



The study shows that from the total number of 103 sampled house holds 78% of the respondents responded ownership conflict, 11% of the respondents responded that boundary conflict, 8%of the respondent’s responded that land use conflict, while 3% of the respondents responded that conflict caused by laws as shown above the table therefore these study shows that in the study area women’s greater conflict caused by ownership conflict rather than conflict caused by other types of conflicts. As the information from focus group discussion and key informant interviews indicates, many women’s do not directly go to formal court or other administrative organs. As a land dispute such as boundary, holding right, land rent, etc. encounter them; they first send elders to their opposite parties. Then those assigned elders deal with them differently and brought them together at the end, if both of them agree for the elders‟ arrangement. Such elders‟ arrangement was final during the former predominance of customary tenure. But currently, if the one of the disputants was not agreed with the final decision passed by the elders, they apply to kebele Yeshemagle Shego, if one of the disputants was not agreed with the final decision passed by the kebele Yeshemagle Shego they apply to formal courts or other government organs for the final decision. However, 88% of the respondents from interview and focus group discussion said that the current arrangements of the kebele elder arrangements for land dispute resolution are nonsense. It is simply increases the process of resolution in terms of time and costs because most of the land holder-+s do not respect and accept the decision passed by elders. Since this customary dispute resolution arrangement lacks respect, there is no need of wasting time with them. Even if it is time consuming and costly, kebele Yeshemagle Shego better decision than kebele elders, the formal court is better since it passed final and mandatory decision. Likewise, as some informants in focus group decision (FGD) and interview provide rather than initially go to kebele Yeshemagle Shego arrangement, it is better to apply to related administrative organs like kebele land administration committees and other Woreda office. Then by the support of these administrative organs the kebele Yeshemagle Shego can smoothly provide final and acceptable decision that resolve land dispute. Whereas 12% of from interview and focus group discussion discuss that Kebele Yeshemagle Shego better decision than elders to resolve simply the conflict therefor these study concludes conflict resolved by kebele Yeshemagle Shego rather than kebele elders.




[bookmark: _Toc487729319][bookmark: _Toc494892835]

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This chapter provides the conclusion that the researcher has reached based on the finding and results of both primary and secondary data analysis of the research study. It also includes the researcher’s recommendations on measures that are to be taken into consideration to address the problem.
[bookmark: _Toc487729320][bookmark: _Toc494892836]5.1 CONCLUSION
This study was intended to examine women’s access to and control over land in Amhara region of Alefa Woreda two rural Kebeles. To undertake the investigation, data was collected from 15 key informant interviews and two focus group discussions having 8 members.  In addition, 103 questionnaires were accessible to house-hold respondents and questionnaires were filled by interview mode. These selected participants were interviewed to obtain an in-depth understanding of the subject matter of the study. Most respondents, both male and female, were of the view that increased control over land by women would have an even greater positive impact on the household in terms of food security, household income and family welfare. It was noted during the focus group discussions that increasing women’s access to and control over land alone (e.g. by transferring ownership of land to women) is unlikely to effectively and substantially raise the agricultural productivity of women, improve the household’s access to food and enhance the family welfare.

The study showed that out of the total number of 103 survey respondents 87% of the respondents indicated that men control over land, whereas only 13% of the respondents indicated that women’s control over land. Therefore, the study shows that respondents who indicated that it was easy to men control over land rather than women control over land in the study area.  Control over land was mainly ascribed to men due to the higher status credited to them by society, Men’s greater control over land was further highlighted by the fact that they had greater opportunities to own land in the communities studied than women. Despite the constraints encountered by women with regard to land holding, in focus group discussion and interview respondents indicated that there had been an increase in land holding amongst women in their communities. Traditional barriers to women’s acquisition of land are beginning to break down in the study area. Control over land and empowerment of rural communities is still an area of concern in present land tenure system. The limited number of land rights and the restrictions on existing rights imply that women’s landholders have little control over their landholdings. 
The result of this study discloses that, as such, currently there is no practical implementation of women’s equal access to land with men in Alefa Woreda. All interviews and focus group discussions were conducted in the two Keble Community level interviews with land administration committee (LAC) members, focus group discussions with rural women and other concerned bodies were carried out there are different factors for rural women’s access to and control over land in the study area these factors are  knowledge related factors, Customary norms, attitudes and Traditions, policy related factors, Registration of land in name of husband, Limited implementation of laws, Lack of awareness. And lack of control over land seems important factors observed, interviewed and discussed in the study area. Access to and control over land is critical for rural women’s empowerment in terms of economic benefit and social status. Rural land reform policies affirming women’s equal rights to land hardly bring intended changes in reality and bring about women’s empowerment. Most land reforms institutionalize systems that usually fail to challenge existing community gender perspectives on women’s access to and control over land.

[bookmark: _Toc487729321][bookmark: _Toc494892837] 5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS
In this sub-section of the chapter, the researcher gives some recommendations based on the findings of this study. The following recommendations are forwarded to be implemented by the regional government.
As per findings of this study, implementation of the land administration process has not fully achieved policy aims in women’s access to and control over land. This is reflected on policy limitations to address competing factors that hinder women’s equal access to and control over land in the study area.
 Rural land policy should apply effective implementation strategy to address women specific issues that affect their equal rights to land. Gender mainstreaming strategy should be applied in the rural land administration system to remove existing barriers that retard women’s equal access to and control over land. The rural land administration system needs to be gender inclusive and gender responsive to ensure women’s equal access to and control over land.
The regional Government should revise the rural land proclamations and liberate some of the restrictions imposed on rights such as rent, donation and inheritance 	
With regard to empowering women, both the husband and wife are included in the certification process thus ensuring women to hold land as opposed to the customary one that excluded spouses from land holding 
Carrying out advocacy and awareness creation programmes: The beginning for protection of women’s land right is very good but with poor achievements. So it needs energetic awareness creation campaign until empowering women and for the complete breakup of the cultural attitude and behaviours that question women’s land right issues. Promoting women’s equal access to and control over land requires addressing socio-economic issues particularly customs and traditions that affect realization of women’s equal rights to land. Therefore the regional land administration system should design strategies to address these issues through advocacy and awareness creation programmes to change community attitudes and practices. 
[bookmark: _Toc491441893][bookmark: _Toc494892838][bookmark: _Toc487729322]Establishing strong women’s organizations: Women’s organizing has an aspect of empowerment and   women’s associations could serve as forum to women focused interventions. Thus rural women should be initiated to organize and struggle for their equal landholding and administering rights.
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[bookmark: _Toc474223395][bookmark: _Toc475290440][bookmark: _Toc487729324][bookmark: _Toc494892840]Appendix A: Survey Questionnaires
Dear respondents, this questionnaire is prepared to investigate the assessment of women’s access to and control over land in the current land administration system of Amhara region in the case of Alefa woreda specifically in the study area. So, the information which you provide here is confidential and used only for educational purpose. Consequently, I would like to extend my deep thankfulness for the precious time you will sacrifice in filling this questionnaire with utmost care and patience. 
[bookmark: _Toc474223396][bookmark: _Toc475290441]                                                                                                          Thank you in advance!!                                                                                             Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
 Kebele____________                                                                                                                                Name of the respondent (if willing) __________
Age__________                                                                                                                                            Sex: 1. Male                      2. Female
Marital Status: 1. Single 2. Married 3.Divorced 4. Widowed 5.Separated                                   
 Religion: 1. Christian 2. Muslim.     If Others Specify ______________ 
Ethnicity: 1,   Amhara 2,   Tigre 3.Oromo .If others specify____________________           Level of education 1. Illiterate 2. Read and write 3. Primary and junior (1-8) 4.Secondary (9-    12) 5. Tertiary (12 and above)
· Questions related to the nature of women’s access to and control over land that had practiced in the study area.
1. Do both women and men have equal access to and control over rural land in your Keble? 
a.yes                                                  b.no 
2. Do women know the different types of land acquisition mechanisms in your Kebele?
A, yes     b, no
 3.Is there difference in the role that men and women at home and in the economic benefit get from their land?                                                                                                                                     
A, yes               b.no 
4. Are men and women guaranteed equal participation in the land registration process in your kebele?                       A. Yes                                  b.no
5. Are women aware of their rights and responsibility related to land ownership?
 A, yes                             b,  no
6, do you think certified women are more empowered than uncertified women?
A. Yes                        b.no
7. In the house hold who have the right to own land?       A, men    b,Women                                                                        
8. Is the customary land access currently being practiced in your kebele from women’s land holder perception? 
A, Yes              b, No 
9. If yes what modalities of customary land access are practices in your kebele? ---------  
10. How was the level of customary land access system implementation status in your 
Kebele through the time? A. Increasing                   b. Decreasing 
11. If it is at decreasing status, what are the causes for the change? -------------------------------- 
12. Do women’s land holder know the different types of land dispute resolution mechanism in your kebele? 
A. Yes               b. No  
13. do you know all women land holder have their own land certification in your Keble? 
	a.yes                                         b.no 
[bookmark: _Toc487729325][bookmark: _Toc494892841]Appendix B: Interview checklist for key informants
Introduction: 
The researcher is undertaking this research to investigate women’s equal access to and control over rural land in Amhara region in the case of Alefa worda two rural Keble’s. The researcher would like first to inform you that participation in the study must be based on your free will. Second, the researcher is very much grateful for the sacrifice you paid to this end and the information gathered will be highly confidential and will only be used for the purpose of this research. The researcher also believes the answers that you give have high importance that might be used by policy makers, planners, and other aid and development agents that work with the system of land administration. Furthermore, any information that you provide is valuable to this study. I would like to extend my appreciation and thanks for your cooperation.
                                      
                                                                                                       Thank you in Advance!!                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Date of interview: ___________ 
Place of interview: ___________ 
Name of the informant: _______ 
Sex _____                                                                                                                                                Age _____ 
Occupation -------------------
Questions regarding the status of women’s access to and control over land in the study area? 
1. Is there the practice of customary administering land separation during divorce as a rule for administering rural land in your kebele and what look likes the child that born  from the divorcedfamily?                                                                                                                                                              2. If so, how is its current scope of application compared with its former experience?                                        3. What are the types of land transfer modalities that are being practiced in your kebele?              4. How was the treatment of women’s land rights in your kebele and how was its level of implementation and acceptance by people? 
4. Do you believe that the formal kind of land registration and recording system have role for achieving security of tenure in women’s land holder  in your kebele? 
5. If so, how was the status of women’s land right compared with that of the customary one? 
6. Is there any land dispute in your kebele that hinder for women’s access to land? If so, what kinds of disputes are observable?                                                                                                                                       7. What is your attitude or perception the current land administration system towards women land ownership equal to men?
[bookmark: _Toc487729326][bookmark: _Toc494892842]Appendix C: Checklist for focus group discussion    
Questions related to the nature of women’s access to and control over land that had practiced in the study area.
1. Discuss the mode of land transfer practice in your Keble?
2. Discuss how in the formal court women’s land right is protected equal to men and discuss how women’s land dispute is handled in the court?
3. Is there difference in the role that men and women at home and in the economic Activities?                                                       4. Do both women and men have equal access to resources and services? If women have
Differential (low) access to resources compared with men why? Are there cultural Factors affecting women’s’ access?                                                                                            .                                         5. What do suggest for improving the participation of women in leadership and community
Participation in your kebele?                                                                                                                                           6. What government support to women’s land holder during any kind of problem that occurred their holding other than other land holder?
7. Discuss the factors that affect women’s access to and control over land? 
8. What are the effects of customary landholding practices on women’s access to and control over land in your Kebele?
Column1	Men 87%
women 13%
man-  87	women-13	87	13	61
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