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students to communicate the hidden believes and values. Furthermore, the researcher found 

out that students experience the hidden curriculum of school rules passively without critical 

reflection and questioning. But students are active in the process of socialization which 

constructs them through the hidden curriculum of school rules. Finally, the researcher 

~oncluded that the outcome of the hidden curriculum of rules in Aykel General Secondary 

School may be the development of stadents as citizens who are unengaged, passive, 

uncritical, and non-reflective with moral values of respect and punctuality. 

researcher also found out that the school uses coercive and violent methods of disciplining 
'• 

• of the research. The researcher found out that, school rules mediate the communication of 

implicit believes (we are neither matured nor capable to make school rules, we need school 

rules to live in harmony, the high achiever students are the most privileged social groups 

among the students social strata, school rules are the taken for granted aspects of students 

scbool life). In addition, the researcher found out that, school rules mediate the inculcation of 

' moral values (respect, punctuality, obedience and responsibility) on students mind. The ~ . 

analysis to collect the relevant data. The participants of the research were seven students, two 

teachers and the principal whom the researcher believed the key informants of the issue 

under study. Therefore, the researcher used purposive sampling to select the participants of 

the research. The researcher also used theme analysis to analyze the results of the research. 

The researcher triangulated both instruments and the sources of data to increase the validity . 

The researcher, in this study, explored the hidden curriculum of school rules in Aykel General 

Secondary School. The purpose of this case study was to explore the hidden curriculum of 

school rules in Aykel General Secondary School. The design of the study was participative 

· observer case study. The researcher used both interactive and non-interactive techniques of 

data collection techniques. Hence, the researcher used interview, observation and document 
" 

Abstract 
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The difference in the theoretical and empirical context between this research and 

Thornburgs (2009) prohibits replication. Thornburg explored the hidden curriculum of 

school rules in elementary schools. However, the researcher, in this study wants to 

Thornburg (2009), in his research, 'the construction of the good pupil embedded in 

school rules' found 01Jt that, school rules mediate implicit citizenship and moral 

educations. The researchers' exposure to this article inspired him to conduct the 

research on the implicit beliefs and values imbedded in the rule systems of Aykel 

General Secondary School. 

citizenship education, which is one part of the hidden curriculum. School 

communities usually govern their social interaction in line with these unspoken and 

implicit lessons they learned from their daily interactions. Therefore, students learn a 

~reat deal of lessons from techniques of disciplining students, punishments, corrective 

measures, controlling and supervising methods of teachers and principals through 

" ' school rules. Therefore, school rules mediate the acquisition of lessons related to civic 

education and moral education by students. 

School rules mediate the communication of implicit beliefs, values, messages, norms, 

and knowledge from schools to students. They play a mediating role in the 

' transmission of hidden beliefs, messages, values and knowledge. Particularly, the 

making of school rules and implementation of them is hfghly related with the implicit 
\ 

Students learn a great deal from the unspoken, taken for granted, day to day activities 

in which they participate in school. Without anybody saying anything explicitly, they 

learn lessons about their place in society, about how knowledge transmits, about what 

is worthwhile to learn. This absorption of messages, beliefs, and values conducts 

implicitly through the hidden curriculum. School rules are at the center of daily 

interaction among students, teachers and the principal (Dickerson, 2007). 
• 

1.1-BACK GROUND OF THE STUDY 
,/· 

INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER ONE 
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According to Friere ( 1989) as cited m McNeil ( 1996, p4 l ),conscientization is the 

process by which individuals, not as recipients but as active learners, achieve the 

profound mindfulness both of the socio cultural truth that shapes their lives and of 

their lives and of their capability to alter that truth. It means informing people about 

the difficulties that prevent them from having a pure awareness of truth. 

According to Freire (1987) as cited in McNei I ( 1996, p4 l ), the. purpose of education is 

not to accommodate or- fine-tune learners to the social system but to free them from 

unquestioning loyalty to it. 

~ 
According to Brame Id( 1956) as cited in McNeil ( 1996, p34) the distinctive features of 

social reconstructions are; devotion to alter culture , to help ordinary people seize 

power and get access to resources. The purpose of school should be supporting the 

student to acquire skills of social engagement and actually involve in such practices, 

pupil must be persuaded on the necessity of social alteration. However, methods to 

achieve social alteration should depend on the premises of democracy. It opposes the 
'" ' application of violent methods to persuade learners to participate in altering the 

culture. 

perspective' (McNeil, 1996, p3 l 9). In line with this, Skelton(! 997) also suggested 

that, Current hidden curriculum research might purposefully include old and new 

problems and in so doing, might need to depend on wide range of analytical frame 

works that have been used in the field of education-. 

• 

The theoretical framework for this study was the theory of social Reconstruction. The 

premises of this theoretical framework provide an insight in the interpretation of the 

findings. 'You might try to analyze the hidden curriculum from the perspectives of 

social Reconstructionist or different views of moral education from the humani;tic 

rules to bring harmony, peace and stability. 

explore the hidden curriculum of school rules in Aykel General Secondary School. In 

addition, the socio economic background of students in Thornburg's context and here 

has a great disparity that protects the researcher from replicating Thornburgs (2009) 

study. However, Thornburg (2009) asserts from students focused interview that they 

• need standardized rules in their high school life because they thought that they would 

become very hard to control. Therefore, they need to see the prevalence of school 
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Curriculum specialists should strive to make explicit and visible these unstudied 

curriculums and integrate them with the 'formal curriculum for the sake of achieving 

the best of educational goals and objectives (Urbanik, 1889). Moreover, they must try 

. 
individuals fully in their educational context (Arieve, 2008, p 110). There is scarcity of 

scholastic works that look beyond ttfe classroom te examine how schools promote 

particular ideas and how students absorb and process them. In particular, there is need 

to examine the various aspects of school life that exerts their own influence on 

students overall worldviews and which are not formally taught through classroom 

education following a particular text or syllabus. Supporting this, Arive (2008) states 

that, by exploring and analyzing the influence of the hidden curriculum on faculty and 

students there may be an opportunity to understand the hidden but powerful and 

usually unrecognized effects educational processes exert on faculty and students. 

Both the formal, planned and hidden curriculums need to be explored to understand 

There is a great amount of energy and effort expended on studying the stated 

curriculum, but little or no time is spent on studying and controlling the hidden 

curriculum even though it is very powerful. Many times every day practices are 

ignored because they are accepted as normal occurrences of the school day but when 

' closely examined we see that they have special significance. Making the hidden 

curriculum visible enables us to know the negative consequences and challenge; tor 
the success of school objectives and those that are positive outcomes (McNeil, 1996, 

p342). 

• 
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

type of rule breakings and the consequences of violating these rules. 

The educational context of the study was Aykel General Secondary School. Aykel 

general secondary school is found in Amhara Rigion,North Gonder zone, Chilga 

woreda. It is the only high school found in Aykel town. The school delivered its 

service to 4000 students in 2003E.c. There is a system of rules used in the school for 

.. regulating student' s behavior. The school community uses these rules to govern the 

overall social interactions. The rules include the rights and obligations of students, the 














































































































































































































