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�$�E�V�W�U�D�F�W 

The state- and nation-building approaches pursued by the imperial regime in pre-1974 Ethiopia 

have been subject to divergent interpretations. The role of the Amhara ruling class in this process 

and their use of Amharic as a lingua franca have been widely interpreted as a form of Amhara 

domination over non-Amhara groups. This interpretation has played a significant role in the 

emergence of competing nationalisms in the country. Situated within this broader context, the 

present study seeks to examine the factors that contributed to the shift in the modus operandi of 

Amhara nationalism, from peaceful to violent forms, by investigating its origins and resistance 

strategies. A qualitative approach was employed, using data gathered through interviews, focus 

group discussions, media content analysis and document review. The collected data were analyzed 

through a combination of thematic analysis and critical discourse analysis. The study is 

theoretically grounded in social constructionist theory and draws on literature addressing the 

enduring legacy of colonialism in shaping nationalism in Africa. Findings indicate that the 

narrative portraying the Amhara as historical oppressors and the subsequent structural violence 

directed against them are at the root of Amhara nationalism. This Amhara-oppressor discourse, 

rooted in Orientalist interpretations of history, was instrumentalized by Fascist Italy during its 

occupation of Ethiopia (1936-1941) as a divide-and-rule tactic. Following liberation, this anti-

Amhara narrative was adopted by various actors and became institutionalized within the ethnic 

federal architecture of post-1991 Ethiopia. In response, Amhara elites launched a resistance 

movement that blended both violent and non-violent tactics, contributing to the national leadership 

change in 2018. Although the new administration pledged to end ethnic-based attacks, structural 

violence against the Amhara has persisted, leading to the radicalization of Amhara nationalism. 

Based on these findings, the study concludes that Amhara nationalism is an evolving phenomenon, 

with its ideology and modus operandi continuously shifting in response to changing conditions. 

Moreover, the failure to address the legitimate grievances underlying Amhara nationalism risks 

exacerbating the broader national crisis, as reflected in the ongoing conflict between the Amhara 

Fano and the government. Accordingly, future research should scrutinize the nature, actors and 

dynamics of this conflict to inform viable pathways toward a peaceful resolution. 

Keyword s: Amhara Nationalism, Anti-Amhara Narrative, Colonial Thesis, Fano, Fascist Italians, 

Radicalization, Resistance Formation 
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�S�U�L�Q�W���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���D�Q�G���V�H�F�X�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����*�H�O�O�Q�H�U�����������������$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�������������������Z�K�L�O�H���R�W�K�H�U�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�D�W���L�W�V��

�U�R�R�W�V���F�D�Q���E�H���W�U�D�F�H�G���E�D�F�N���W�R���S�U�H���P�R�G�H�U�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G���F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� ���6�P�L�W�K���� ������������ �+�L�U�V�F�K�L����

�������������*�D�W�������������������'�H�V�S�L�W�H���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�W���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���F�R�Q�V�H�Q�V�X�V���W�K�D�W���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���S�O�D�\�H�G��

�D���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���U�R�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Y�L�D�E�O�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���V�W�D�W�H�V���L�Q���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H�� 

The formation of nation-states with a relatively stable definition of national identity in the West 

was accompanied by ventures into non-Western territories, such as Africa, to exploit strategic 

resources (Mamdani, 1996). This process, collectively known as colonialism, led to the oppression 

of Africans, the exploitation of their resources and the imposition of alien institutions (Fanon, 

1963; Amutabi, 2018). In response, Africans developed a resistance movement, employing various 

tactics such as protests and armed struggle. However, after gaining independence, African efforts 
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to build unified polities were undermined by sectarian nationalisms (Mamdani, 2002). These 

nationalisms were further entrenched through narratives constructed by colonial powers to divide 

societies along ethnic lines for divide-and-rule purposes, and through their adoption by post-

colonial governments to consolidate power (Longman, 2017).  

Like other African states, the proliferation of competing nationalisms has undermined Ethiopia�¶s 

efforts to build a unified polity, though it successfully resisted colonialism (Markakis, 2011). 

Scholars have attributed several factors to the origin of these nationalisms, such as the 

appropriation of alien concepts like Marxism-Leninism (Messay, 2003; Teshale, 2008), the rise of 

tribalism (Getachew, 1986), ethnic marginalization during the formation of the state (Alemseged, 

2010; Markakis, 2011), internal colonialism (Holcomb & Sisai, 1990; Asafa, 2020) and the failure 

of the ruling class to build a viable democratic system (Assefa, 2017). A common thread in these 

justifications is what Merera (2003) calls the contradictory interpretation of Ethiopian history.  

Ethiopian history has been interpreted in divergent ways, with each interpretation shaped by 

differing visions of the state (Clapham, 2002; Marzagora, 2013). Some scholars have celebrated 

the long history of Ethiopia (Levine, 1974; Rubenson, 1976; Getachew, 1986; Mesfin, 1991; Haile, 

2017). For these scholars, this long history is compounded by the emergence of a pan-Ethiopian 

identity that transcends calcified ethnic categories (Messay, 1999; Yates, 2020). According to 

Levine (1974), pan Ethiopian identity is rooted in the complex interactions among diverse groups, 

the existence of shared cultural elements and collective responses to external threats. He contends 

that these dynamics laid the foundation for what he terms �µGreater Ethiopia�¶. 

The vision of preserving Greater Ethiopia from fragmentation is central to this scholarly 

perspective, which is commonly conceptualized as Greater Ethiopian nationalism (Marzagora, 

���������������$���N�H�\���S�U�H�P�L�V�H���R�I���W�K�L�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�V���W�K�D�W���(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�¶�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���H�P�H�U�J�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��

organic historical development, rather than being the result of colonial imposition (Clapham, 

2002). The Aksumite Empire is regarded as the direct precursor of modern Ethiopia (Tadesse, 

1973). Its decline, attributed to factors such as the Islamic dominance of the Red Sea and internal 

threats from Beja pastoralists, was followed by the rise of the Zagwe dynasty in the eleventh 

century (Abir, 2013). In 1270, Yikuno Amlak, contesting the legitimacy of the Zagwe dynasty, 

established the Solomonic dynasty (Markakis, 1974). This dynasty maintained significant 

authority until the overthrow of Emperor Haile Selassie I in 1974. 
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�7�K�H���P�R�Q�D�U�F�K�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�O�R�P�R�Q�L�F���G�\�Q�D�V�W�\���H�[�S�D�Q�G�H�G���(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�¶�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�D�O���U�H�D�F�K���E�\���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�L�Q�J���Q�H�Z��

lands, until their efforts were hindered by conflicts with Muslim sultanates and the Oromo 

expansion in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries (Getachew, 1986). After restoring order, they 

continued to govern from Gondar, which became Ethiopia�¶s capital in 1632, until it was replaced 

by Addis Ababa in 1886 (Habtamu, 2020). However, the Gondarian era also saw internal crises, 

primarily due to rising power rivalries (Abir, 2013). This led to the Zemene Mesafint (the era of 

princes) in 1769, during which the monarchy�¶s power diminished and regional lords gained greater 

influence. The accession of Emperor Tewodros II in 1855 ended the Zemene Mesafint, followed 

by Emperor Yohannis IV in 1872. Finally, Menelik II, who came to power in 1889, laid the 

foundations for the modern Ethiopian state.  

This is how advocates of Greater Ethiopian nationalism interpret history �E�\���µ�U�H�Q�G�H�U�L�Q�J���X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G��

�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\���W�R���G�L�V�S�D�U�D�W�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�Y�H�Q�W�V�¶�����7�R�J�J�L�D�����������������S�����������������7�K�H�\���D�U�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�L�V�H�G���I�R�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\��

�R�Y�H�U�O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���H�S�L�V�R�G�H�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���V�H�H�Q���D�V���K�L�Q�G�U�D�Q�F�H�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�L�W�\�����3�R�Z�H�U��

struggles and dissident movements are viewed as anomalous events, often disregarded when the 

state faced external threats (Clapham, 2002). The collective resistance of Ethiopians against 

invasions by Egypt, the Mahdists and Italy in the nineteenth century is frequently invoked to justify 

this narrative (Marzagora, 2013).  

While Greater Ethiopian nationalism draws legitimacy from history, it has also faced substantial 

criticism. As Duara (1995, p. 152) aptly noted, nationalism is �µthe site where very different views 

of the nation contest and negotiate with each other�¶. Critics have characterized Greater Ethiopian 

nationalism as unicentric, oppressive and authoritarian (Toggia, 2008; Alemseged, 2010; Asafa, 

2020). In response, alternative forms of nationalism, such as ethnic, separatist and irredentist, have 

emerged. These competing nationalisms are founded on the shared belief that Greater Ethiopian 

nationalism is a myth propagated by Amhara elites (Bereket, 1984; Alemseged, 2022). Proponents 

of this view reject the notion of a cohesive national identity and challenge the antiquity of the 

Ethiopian state, asserting instead that Ethiopia was a colonial empire forged by Menelik II in the 

late nineteenth century (Holcomb & Sisai, 1990; Asafa, 2020).  

This revisionist narrative can be traced back to Western scholars who served the colonial interests 

of Italy in Ethiopia. Much like British and French colonial strategies elsewhere in Africa, Fascist 

Italy sought to foment ethnic discord among Ethiopians to undermine collective resistance 
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(Prochazka, 1935; Woolbert, 1936). Italian propagandists characterized the formation of the 

Ethiopian state as an Amhara-led colonial expansion, aiming to rally support from non-Amhara 

populations (Jesman, 1963). This discourse has continued to shape contemporary Ethiopian 

politics, having been adopted by various social groups. Among the most prominent was the 

Ethiopian Student Movement (ESM) of the 1960s, which downplayed the agency of non-Amhara 

groups in the making of the state (Messay, 2008). According to Yilkal (2024), ESM activists 

vociferously portrayed the Amhara as oppressors, supremacists and chauvinists.  

This narrative, combined with the failure of ruling elites to pursue a democratic nation-building 

initiative, contributed to the rise of various liberation fronts during the 1970s, including the 

Eritrean People�¶s Liberation Front (EPLF), the Oromo Liberation Front (OLF), the Tigray 

�3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���)�U�R�Q�W�����7�3�/�)�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���2�J�D�G�H�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���/�L�E�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���)�U�R�Q�W�����2�1�/�)�������)ollowing 

a protracted armed struggle against the Derg regime (1974-1991), these fronts assumed power in 

1991. The EPLF went on to establish an independent Eritrean state, while the remaining fronts 

took control of the Ethiopian state. 

Post-1991 Ethiopia wa�V�� �G�R�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�Q�� �3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V�� �5�H�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �)�U�R�Q�W��

(EPRDF) until its dissolution in 2019.1 The EPRDF established an ethnic-based federal system 

designed to address perceived historical injustices among ethnic groups. The Amhara, who were 

perceived as the primary beneficiaries of previous regimes, experienced recurring structural 

violence, including underrepresentation in the transitional process that established the federal 

arrangement, as well as killings, evictions, economic marginalization and cultural stigmatization 

(Chuchu, 2019; Yilkal, 2024). In response, disillusioned Amhara elites founded the All-Amhara 

�3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V�� �2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���$�$�3�2���� �L�Q�� ������������ �6�H�H�N�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �$�$�3�2���� �W�K�H��

EPRDF reconstituted the Ethiopian �3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V�� �'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F�� �0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� ���(�3�'�0������ �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O�O�\��

multiethnic in nature, into the Amhara National Democratic Movement (ANDM) in 1994. 

Continued repression by the EPRDF eventually led the AAPO to rebrand itself as the All-Ethiopian 

Unity Organization (AEUO) in 2002 (Vaughan, 2003). Since then, the Amhara had to wait more 

than a decade for the emergence of an opposition party bearing their name. 

 
1�����,�W���Z�D�V���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���L�Q�������������E�\���W�K�H���7�3�/�)���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�Q���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�����$�I�W�H�U���V�H�L�]�L�Q�J���S�R�Z�H�U�����L�W�� 
���������L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���R�W�K�H�U���H�W�K�Q�L�F���E�D�V�H�G���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���2�U�R�P�R���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���2�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�� 
���������6�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D���3�H�R�S�O�H�¶�V���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���0�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� 
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In October 2015, the Amhara diaspora in North America formed the Bete Amhara Movement 

(BETAM). This diaspora movement was followed by domestic resistance, including street 

protests, sit-ins and boycotts of party-affiliated businesses beginning in July 2016 (Solomon, 

2022). These efforts culminated in the formation of political parties such as the National 

Movement of Amhara (NaMA), business entities like Amhara Bank and civic organizations such 

as the Amhara Students Association (Mesganaw, 2021). Most significantly, the Amhara resistance, 

together with other anti-EPRDF opposition movements, forced the regime to cede power in 2018 

to a new leadership under Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed.  

While the current administration has pledged to halt ethnic-based attacks, structural violence 

against the Amhara continues unabated (Adane, 2023; Desalegn, 2025). In response to these 

unfulfilled promises, the Amhara Fano has resorted to violent resistance, culminating in armed 

conflict with government security forces since 2023. This underscores the urgent need to explore 

why the Amhara Fano have turned to armed struggle rather than pursuing peaceful alternatives. 

Accordingly, the purpose of this dissertation is to examine the origins, resistance formation and 

factors that contributed to the radicalization of Amhara nationalism. A detailed investigation of 

these dynamics is essential for grasping the implications of Amhara nationalism on the collective 

identity and future of the Amhara people, as well as its broader impact on the Ethiopian state.  

�����������3�U�R�E�O�H�P���6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W���� 

The central problem this dissertation aims to address is why Amhara nationalism became 

radicalized in post-2018 Ethiopia, by uncovering its origins and examining the modes of resistance 

adopted by nationalist actors. Amhara nationalism emerged in response to the institutionalization 

of ethnic federalism and the structural violence committed against the Amhara (Yared, 2024). 

Since its emergence, it has become a contested subject in both academic and political arenas. The 

debate revolves around three perspectives: one denies the existence of a distinct Amhara identity 

and views the movement as a threat to national unity (Takkele, 1994; Tegegne, 1998; Admasu, 

2010); another sees Amhara nationalism as supremacist (Lemmu, 1998; Lencho, 2019; 

Alemseged, 2022; Asafa, 2023); and a third frames it as a messianic response to the long-standing 

grievances endured by the Amhara (Tezera, 2021; Solomon, 2022; Yared, 2022; Yilkal, 2024; 

Desalegn, 2025). 
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These divergent perspectives are rooted in differing interpretations of Ethiopian history and shaped 

by evolving political realities. Scholars have encapsulated the process that formed Ethiopia into 

three broad theses: the nation-building, national oppression and colonial theses (Merera, 2003). 

The nation-building thesis argues that the territorial expansion of the late nineteenth century aimed 

to create a unified Ethiopia (Teffera, 1997; Messay, 1999). This process involved the expansion 

of the Amharic language, Christian culture and the establishment of a centralized administration 

in the newly incorporated territories of the modern Ethiopian state (Getachew, 1986). In this 

process, cultural elements specific to the Amhara were absorbed, losing their distinctiveness and 

instead contributing to a broader Ethiopian identity (Takkele, 1994). Consequently, the Amhara 

came to view themselves simply as Ethiopians, rather than as Amhara (Michael, 2008). According 

to Tegegne (1998), since those identified as Amhara lacked a distinct sense of ethnicity, mobilizing 

them along ethnic lines would only perpetuate the tribalistic politics of the EPRDF. 

The national oppression and colonial theses argue that the formation of the Ethiopian state was 

accompanied by ethnic-based oppression (Alemseged, 2010; Markakis, 2011) or constituted an 

Amhara-led colonial expansion over previously independent principalities (Holcomb & Sisai, 

1990; Mekuria, 1997; Asafa, 2020). Predominantly advocated by Oromo scholars, these 

perspectives hold that Emperor Menelik II established the neftegna (gun-holder) system following 

the conquest of various groups, including the Oromo (Lemmu, 1998; Mohammed, 2022). They 

assert that this system, dominated by Amhara elites, institutionalized various forms of oppression 

against the Oromo and other so-�F�D�O�O�H�G���µ�F�R�Q�T�X�H�U�H�G�¶���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�����/�H�P�P�X�������������������7�K�H�V�H���V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V���D�O�V�R��

criticize proponents of the nation-building thesis for denying the existence of an Amhara identity, 

arguing that such denial serves to obscure the historical injustices committed against non-Amhara 

populations under the guise of national integration. 

Although they acknowledge the distinctiveness of Amhara identity, proponents of the national-

oppression and colonial theses dismiss the grievances articulated by Amhara nationalism, 

portraying it instead as a movement rooted in supremacy (Lencho, 2019; Alemseged, 2022; Asafa, 

2023). This perspective was reinforced in a policy paper released in June 2023 by a group of 

Oromo scholars, who argued that Amhara nationalism seeks to establish a �µGreater Amhara�¶ state 

by seizing fertile Oromo land (Eskiel, 2023; Gemechu, 2023; Milkessa, 2023; Mohammed, 2023; 

Tsega, 2023). In line with this view, they explicitly recommended that the Oromia regional 
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government evict Amhara settlers from the lands they currently occupy and redistribute them to 

dispossessed Oromo farmers (Gemechu, 2023). Notably, the killings and evictions of Amhara in 

various provinces of Oromia have been among the most frequently reported incidents of violence 

from the time of the Italian occupation to the present day (Wood, 1983; Haddis, 1985; Birhanu, 

2024; Desalegn, 2025). 

The positions held by proponents of the nation-building, national-oppression and colonial theses 

regarding Amhara identity and nationalism are increasingly challenged by a new generation of 

Amhara scholars (Tezera, 2021; Solomon, 2022; Yared, 2022; Yilkal, 2024). These scholars reject 

claims that deny the existence of a distinct Amhara identity, arguing that such denials obstruct the 

�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�¶�V���D�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R���P�R�E�L�O�L�]�H���D�O�R�Q�J���H�W�K�Q�L�F���O�L�Q�H�V���L�Q���D�Q���H�U�D���Z�K�H�Q���H�W�K�Q�L�F�L�W�\���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�U�H��

ideology of the state (Mesganaw, 2017; Tedla, 2018). At the same time, they criticize Oromo 

scholars for promoting what they describe as defamatory narratives against the Amhara (Desalegn, 

2025). According to Yared (2024), this discourse has contributed to the structural violence 

targeting the Amhara since 1991. He views Amhara nationalism as a defensive response to ethnic 

profiling, killings and evictions.    

Sympathetic to Amhara nationalism, this coterie of scholars endeavours to navigate the political 

and historical conditions that gave rise to it. According to Tezera (2021), the origins of Amhara 

nationalism lie in the discourse portraying the Amhara as oppressors. This discourse assigns labels 

such as neftegna and timkhtegna (chauvinist) to the Amhara, accusing them of inflicting 

oppression against non-Amhara populations (Yared, 2024). Consequently, many political groups 

targeted the Amhara for ethnic profiling, killings and evictions. For example, since 1991, the 

killing and eviction of Amhara have been frequently reported (Human Rights Watch, 1993; Daniel, 

2003; Zecharias, 2021; Amnesty International, 2024). This persistent structural violence has 

fostered a sense of victimhood among Amhara elites, prompting them to mobilize the people by 

forging a collective identity (Mesganaw, 2017). Hence, Yared (2022) contends that Amharaness 

is reactive rather than imaginative, maintaining that Amhara nationalists attempt to construct 

Amhara identity discursively by confronting those who reject it.      

While acknowledging the contributions of the growing body of literature in advancing our 

understanding of the dynamics of Amhara nationalism, this dissertation is particularly informed 

by the emerging scholarship produced by a new generation of Amhara scholars. Their work has 
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provided important insights into the historical and political forces shaping Amhara identity and 

mobilization. Building on these contributions, this study seeks to address three critical gaps that 

remain overlooked in the existing literature. 

First, these scholars partially fall into the trap of historical essentialism by attributing the rise of 

Amhara nationalism solely to political developments after 1991. They argue that the EPRDF 

institutionalized anti-Amhara narratives, which were popularized by the ESM (Tezera, 2021; 

Yared, 2024; Yilkal, 2024). However, this assumption overlooks the role of colonial powers in 

shaping anti-Amhara narratives. Italian fascists devised an anti-Amhara policy to garner support 

from non-Amhara populations (Jesman, 1963; Sbacchi, 1985; Assefa, 2012).��This policy fuelled 

separatist movements, such as Greater Somalia and Greater Tigray, which emerged immediately 

after Italy�¶s withdrawal in 1941 as reactions to the allegedly Amhara-centred narrative of Greater 

Ethiopian nationalism. 

Second, they overlooked the various forms of resistance employed by Amhara nationalists to 

counteract structural violence, including protests, sit-ins, participation in party politics, boycotts 

of party-affiliated businesses and the use of social media campaigns. Third, they failed to 

investigate why Amhara nationalists shifted from these peaceful methods to more violent forms of 

resistance, thereby contributing to the radicalization of Amhara nationalism in post-2018 Ethiopia. 

Since 2023, a segment of Amhara nationalists, most notably the Amhara Fano, has embraced 

armed struggle as a mode of resistance. The emergence of the Fano movement, rooted in a complex 

interplay of historical and political dynamics, has been significantly influenced by developments 

�I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���$�E�L�\���$�K�P�H�G�¶�V���U�L�V�H���W�R���S�R�Z�H�U in April 2018. This shift warrants critical inquiry into the 

specific political changes that contributed to the rapid radicalization of Amhara nationalism within 

just a few years of leadership change. 

Accordingly, this dissertation examines the origins, resistance strategies and factors that 

radicalized Amhara nationalism by drawing on the theoretical underpinnings of social 

constructionism. It also incorporates insights from postcolonial nationalism in Africa to situate 

Amhara nationalism within the context of colonial legacies. Moreover, the study challenges the 

prevailing Ethiopian-ethnic dichotomy of competing nationalisms that dominates much of 

�(�W�K�L�R�S�L�D�Q�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S�� �E�\�� �D�G�R�S�W�L�Q�J�� �%�U�X�E�D�N�H�U�¶�V�� �������������� �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �G�L�V�W�L�Q�J�X�L�V�K�H�V�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��

state-framed and counter-state forms. Recognizing that the study of nationalism requires a 
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grassroots perspective (Hobsbawm, 1992), this research investigates how ordinary Amhara 

perceive their identity and how this influences their engagement in the movement. This approach 

offers a fresh perspective on Amhara nationalism, which has thus far been dominated by elite-

driven discourses. 

�����������2�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\ 

The main objective of this study is to investigate the origins, resistance strategies and driving 

factors behind the radicalization of Amhara nationalism. Specifically, the study aims to: 

�¾ Examine the politico-historical conditions that contributed to the origin and rise of Amhara 

nationalism. 

�¾ Asses the resistance strategies adopted by Amhara nationalists to advance their political 

aspirations. 

�¾ Investigate the catalysts that triggered the radicalization of Amhara nationalism in post-

2018 Ethiopia.  

�����������5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���4�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�� 

�x What are the key historical and political dynamics that contributed to the emergence of 

Amhara nationalism? 

�x What strategies and tactics have Amhara nationalists employed to achieve their nationalist 

aspirations? 

�x How do Amhara nationalists construct and reinforce a collective identity and what 

discursive strategies do they use? 

�x Why have post-2018 political developments contributed to the radicalization of Amhara 

nationalism? 

�����������6�F�R�S�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\�� 

This dissertation focuses on the period following the Italian occupation of Ethiopia to illustrate the 

genesis of anti-Amhara narratives that laid the groundwork for the rise of Amhara nationalism. 

This period is particularly significant, as it was under Fascist rule that such narratives were first 

systematically adopted as part of a divide et impera strategy (Mockler, 1984; Sbacchi, 1985). 

Although the Fascist forces eventually left Ethiopian soil, these narratives endured, continuing to 
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shape political discourse in contemporary Ethiopia due to their wide acceptance by both local and 

international actors (Assefa, 2012). As a result, the Amhara have experienced killings, evictions, 

cultural stigmatization, political underrepresentation and economic marginalization. This study 

highlights these instances of structural violence to examine their role in inciting and radicalizing 

Amhara nationalism. 

From the multitude of resistance strategies adopted by Amhara nationalists, this study focuses on 

four key forms: party politics, social media campaigns, street protests and the Fano movement. 

This focus is warranted because the interplay among party politics, social media activism and street 

protests significantly contributed to the 2018 regime change, while the Fano movement has played 

a central role in radicalizing Amhara nationalism in post-2018 Ethiopia. The dissertation also 

examines identity construction as a form of discursive resistance, through which Amhara 

nationalists seek to build a collective Amhara identity in response to narratives that deny its 

existence. Specifically, it explores three discursive strategies employed in this process: the victim 

thesis, the evocation of a golden age and the essentialization of Amhara identity. 

�����������6�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\�� 

This dissertation carries both academic and policy significance. In academic terms, it seeks to 

deepen the current understanding of nationalism by highlighting two key dimensions. First, the 

origins and expressions of nationalist movements vary considerably based on historical 

�H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�� �U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �I�X�W�X�U�H�� �D�V�S�L�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� ���g�]�N�Õ�U�Õ�P�O�Õ���� �������������� �:�K�L�O�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �I�R�U�P�V�� �R�I��

nationalism advocate for unity, others promote separatism (Brubaker, 2004). Amhara nationalism, 

as a counter-movement to the state-framed nationalism of post-1991 Ethiopia, primarily aims to 

resist structural violence against the Amhara and to promote cohesion within the polity (Yilkal, 

2024). By exploring the origins, strategies of resistance and radicalization of this particular 

nationalist movement, this study contributes to the broader literature on nationalism. 

Second, by situating Amhara nationalism within the context of colonialism, this study contributes 

to a deeper understanding of competing nationalisms in Africa. Admasu (2010) argues that the rise 

of competing nationalisms in Ethiopia cannot be explained through a postcolonial lens, as the 

country was never formally colonized. Indeed, Ethiopia maintained its political independence by 

defeating Italy at the Battle of Adwa in 1896. However, the anti-Amhara narratives propagated by 
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Fascist Italy in the 1930s laid the groundwork for the emergence of Amhara nationalism. By 

examining the lasting impact of these colonial narratives in a society that was never colonized, this 

dissertation offers a distinctive contribution to the broader literature on African nationalisms. 

The study could also make an empirical contribution by collecting data from interviews and focus 

group discussions with ordinary Amhara. This would offer important insights into the nuanced 

understanding of Amhara identity and enrich the study of Amhara nationalism, which has 

previously been dominated by elite-based assessments. Policy-wise, the study could support efforts 

to reduce ethnic polarization in Ethiopia and encourage a re-�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���U�X�O�L�Q�J���H�O�L�W�H�V�¶���Q�D�W�L�R�Q-

building strategies. It argues, while critically engaging with the historical contradictions 

surrounding the formation of the Ethiopian state, that the anti-Amhara narrative is an imported 

concept (McClellan, 1996). This perspective may prompt Ethiopians to reconsider prevailing 

views on identity, identity politics and the Ethiopian state. Furthermore, this dissertation can serve 

as a valuable resource for students and scholars interested in the study of Amhara nationalism. 

�����������5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���0�H�W�K�R�G 

This section outlines the epistemological, ontological and methodological aspects of the 

dissertation, establishing its research paradigm, approach and design. It also discusses the data 

collection methods, including the types and nature of data, instruments for data collection and the 

selection process for participants. The section concludes with a discussion of the methods 

employed for data analysis and interpretation. 

���������������5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���3�D�U�D�G�L�J�P�� 

The dissertation examines how knowledge produced by power holders contributes to the 

victimization of marginalized groups, and how the oppressed challenge these narratives. A fitting 

paradigm is critical theory, a research paradigm that offers a framework for comprehending power 

dynamics and conceiving interventions to establish a more equitable society (Cottrell, 2023). It 

assumes that the existence of multiple realities must be recognized. However, it maintains that 

merely acknowledging diverse perspectives as equally legitimate is insufficient due to its failure 

to consider the detrimental consequences of disregarding the factors that grant superiority to one 

interpretation of reality over another (Kekeya, 2019). Critical theorists posit that the construction 

of reality is influenced by cultural, political, ethnic, gender and religious factors (Rehman & 
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Alharthi, 2016). For them, knowledge is �µconstructed through communication and historical power 

relations�¶ (Tracy, 2020, p. 53). Thus, critical researchers analyze how inequities based on gender, 

race or ethnicity, sexual orientation and socioeconomic class are reflected in asymmetric power 

relationships (Kekeya, 2019). They study not only the lives and experiences of oppressed groups, 

but also how oppression is constructed and reproduced. 

In this study, the researcher investigates why and how various political actors, such as Italian 

fascists, ESM activists and ethnic liberation fronts, constructed and co-constructed anti-Amhara 

narratives. The study examines how these actors utilized social institutions, such as the media, 

colonial agents, indigenous leaders, the constitution and academia, to establish and reinforce this 

oppressive ideology within the political landscape of Ethiopia. Furthermore, the study explores 

how power is used to sustain power structures and economic conditions that favour certain ethnic 

groups, typically members of the elite, while disadvantaging the Amhara, who are marked as 

oppressors. This discussion is followed by a critique of the sedimented knowledge that has 

predisposed the Amhara to servitude. Critical theorists argue that what is assumed to be true must 

be rigorously scrutinized, particularly by examining its role in perpetuating oppressive social 

structures and practices (Tracy, 2020). 

As Horkheimer (1982, p. 244) argues, a theory is critical if it �µseeks human emancipation�¶, or the 

liberation of individuals from conditions that �µenslave them�¶. This effort entails examining how 

oppressed groups resist, challenge and subvert repressive knowledge and practices by employing 

various strategies of resistance (Kekeya, 2019). Resistance arises as a response to domination and 

plays a crucial role in confronting and reforming power structures (Foucault, 1981). This 

dissertation views Amhara nationalism as a form of resistance that emerged in response to 

asymmetric power relations, which subjected the Amhara to structural violence. In this context, 

the study critically examines the strategies of resistance employed by Amhara nationalists to 

challenge and dismantle repressive knowledge and power structures. 

���������������5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���$�S�S�U�R�D�F�K�� 

The dialogic method, which blends observation, reflection, conversation and interviewing to foster 

engagement between researchers and participants, is common within critical theory (Cottrell, 

2023). For this purpose, a qualitative approach is employed, alongside an analysis of the historical 

context of power relations (Creswell & Creswell, 2017; Tracy, 2020). A qualitative study aims to 
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generate an in-depth understanding of the social world by examining people�¶s social and material 

conditions, experiences and histories (Saldana, 2011).  

Scholars studying nationalism, in particular, have utilized a qualitative approach to gain a thorough 

understanding of discourse, the factors influencing nationalism in various contexts, resistance 

formation and the identity construction strategies adopted by nationalists (Milner, 2007; Wodak et 

al., 2009; He, 2023). By focusing on interpreting the experiences of ordinary people, elite-based 

perspectives and texts, qualitative research contributes significantly to the analysis of nationalist 

sentiments and national identity formation. Therefore, this study used a qualitative research 

approach to develop an in-depth understanding of the political and historical conditions that 

produced Amhara nationalism and the resistance strategies employed by Amhara nationalists. 

A qualitative study is conducted under the premise that �µknowledge can and should be generated 

through the narratives and counter-narratives that emerge from�¶ participants (Milner, 2007, p. 

391). It empowers the oppressed to speak for themselves, sharing their experiences, imaginations 

and discursive practices (Mason, 2002). This approach also enables researchers to interpret the 

social meaning that people assign to their experiences and circumstances, as well as the meanings 

they embed in texts, images and other objects (Hesse-Biber, 2017). In addition to examining the 

development and crystallization of anti-Amhara narratives through the lens of power dynamics, 

this study explores the suffering of ordinary Amhara caused by this dominant ideology. The 

researcher interprets the stories of victims, their current circumstances and their conceptions of 

identity. Moreover, the experiences of Amhara nationalists in their efforts to mobilize the Amhara 

population, along with the strategies they employ to form resistance and construct a collective 

identity, are meticulously examined. This examination is scrutinized and contextualized within the 

historical, social and political contexts that contributed to the emergence of Amhara nationalism. 

���������������5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���'�H�V�L�J�Q�� 

This dissertation adopts a case study design, which enables the researcher to conduct �µan intensive, 

holistic description and analysis of a single instance, phenomenon, or social unit�¶ (Merriam, 1988, 

p. 21). This approach facilitates a comprehensive examination of the complex and context-specific 

nature of the selected case from multiple perspectives (Simons, 2009). Critical theorists contend 

that cases represent intricate systems wherein researchers engage with both empirical realities and 

constructed narratives (Tracy, 2020). They further argue that the strength of the case study lies in 



�í�ð 
 

its ability to provide a deep understanding of a program, issue, or phenomenon within its broader 

social and historical context (Hesse-Biber, 2017). The incorporation of multiple data sources, made 

possible through the case study design, supports the development of a rich, contextualized analysis 

of the case. 

The case selected for this study is Amhara nationalism. In case study research, selection is typically 

purposeful, grounded in the distinctiveness of the case and its potential to yield rich insights 

(Hesse-Biber, 2017). Since 2015, a surge in social media activism and offline resistance efforts 

has sparked intense debate and divergent reactions to the rise of Amhara nationalism. For instance, 

during a 2018 meeting with Amhara scholars, Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed expressed concern 

about the movement�¶s growth, urging scholars to analyse it and propose viable solutions to the 

government. Similarly, Lencho Leta (2019), a prominent Oromo nationalist, characterized Amhara 

nationalism as a potential security threat, citing the growing number of armed actors in the Amhara 

region. In contrast, Amhara nationalists regard the movement as a redemptive response to 

persistent discursive marginalization and structural violence (Yilkal, 2024). These contrasting 

perspectives, compounded by the recent radicalization of the movement, underscore the relevance 

of Amhara nationalism as a critical case for exploring its historical origins and evolving trajectory.  

���������������0�H�W�K�R�G�V���R�I���'�D�W�D���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

The dissertation draws on both primary and secondary data sources. The use of multiple data 

sources facilitates what social scientists refer to as data triangulation, which primarily serves to 

enhance the validity and depth of the research. Primary data were collected through interviews, 

media platforms, focus group discussions, and the analysis of federal and regional constitutions, 

manifestos, newspapers and letters. Secondary sources, including books, academic articles, 

newspapers and online materials, were carefully examined to enrich the analytical breadth of the 

study. Written documents were accessed from the libraries of Bahir Dar University, the Institute 

of Ethiopian Studies, the Ethiopian National Archive and Library Agency, as well as from 

academi�F���M�R�X�U�Q�D�O�V���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�L�Q�H���O�H�J�D�O���D�U�F�K�L�Y�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���$�Q�Q�D�¶�V���$�U�F�K�L�Y�H�� 

Participants for the fieldwork part of the study were selected using a purposive sampling technique. 

This method involves selecting participants based on explicit criteria such as their knowledge, 

lived experiences, specific characteristics, or roles within a group (Saldana, 2011). Criteria for 

selection included involvement in shaping the trajectory of Amhara nationalism, political party 
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membership and position, expertise on Amhara nationalism and experiences of eviction. Within 

this category, only individuals who self-identify as Amhara were interviewed. This selection was 

made because the purpose of interviewing this group was to explore the strategies employed by 

Amhara nationalists in constructing resistance and identity, as well as to understand how they 

perceive and articulate their identity. 

Because counter-narratives exist within every nationalist movement, the researcher conducted 

interviews with individuals known for expressing views that reflect apathy or opposition toward 

Amhara nationalism. This category of informants included both Amhara and non-Amhara elites. 

To enhance the quality and depth of the study, the researcher also analyzed opinions expressed 

across various media platforms. Social media, particularly YouTube, along with local and 

international mainstream media that featured content either in support of or against Amhara 

nationalism, were extensively reviewed. YouTube channels featuring the perspectives of Fano 

leaders were especially valuable in compensating for the inability to conduct face-to-face 

interviews with them due to accessibility constraints. 

���������������,�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W�V���R�I���'�D�W�D���&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

The researcher employed the following data collection instruments.  

1.7.5.1. In -depth Interview  

Interviews were conducted with Amhara nationalists, including activists, political party leaders, 

Fano leaders and scholars. Engaging with informants from this group provided valuable insights 

into the motivations, beliefs and concerns of actors involved in shaping nationalist attitudes and 

mobilizing the masses. Victims of eviction were also interviewed to explore their lived experiences 

and their conception of Amhara identity through the lens of the victim thesis. Additionally, 

officials from the Amhara regional government were interviewed to provide perspectives from 

within the state apparatus. These interviews offered insights into how the government understands 

Amhara nationalism and the strategies it employs to respond to the concerns raised by nationalist 

actors.��Beyond formal interviews, the researcher also engaged in informal conversations with 

ordinary Amhara individuals to gain a deeper understanding of popular conceptions of Amhara 

identity and their sentiments toward the nationalist movement. 
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 1.7.5.3. Media Content Analysis  

Media platforms such as broadcast, print and social media serve as instruments through which 

nationalists disseminate their messages to broader audiences (Gellner, 1983; Anderson, 2006; 

Fuchs, 2020). Analyzing media narratives, therefore, supports efforts to understand the 

communication dynamics between elites and the general public, the ways in which ordinary people 

interpret the goals of nationalist movements and the counter-narratives that challenge them (He, 

2023). In the context of this dissertation, the review of media narratives is particularly relevant, as 

it helps address data collection gaps resulting from security concerns that limited interviews and 

focus group discussions. 

Accordingly, the researcher analyzed and interpreted content across a range of media platforms, 

both in support of and in opposition to Amhara nationalism. Media interviews involving leaders 

of the Amhara Fano, Amhara-based political parties, activists, government officials and critics of 

Amhara nationalist claims were extensively reviewed. Additionally, audience reactions to selected 

media content were examined to identify prevailing narratives and counter-narratives. This 

approach facilitates the investigation of how nationalist discourses are conveyed, contested and 

disseminated. It also provides insight into the framing of nationalistic messages, the language 

employed and the role of social media campaigns in shaping resistance efforts in offline contexts. 

1.7.5.4. Document Review  

To enhance the depth of the dissertation, the researcher conducted an extensive review of 

secondary sources, selected for their relevance and academic credibility. These included federal 

and regional constitutions, party manifestos, newspapers, letters, books, scholarly articles, 

personal accounts, propaganda pamphlets, conference proceedings and online materials. The 

document review served multiple purposes: it helped contextualize contemporary nationalist 

discourses within a broader historical and ideological framework; revealed continuities and 

ruptures in political thought over time; and facilitated the triangulation of findings from primary 

data. Overall, this review illuminated how historical, social and political narratives have 

contributed to the emergence, articulation and contestation of Amhara nationalism. 
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���������������0�H�W�K�R�G�V���D�Q�G���3�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���R�I���'�D�W�D���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V�� 

Following the data collection phase, the researcher employed a combination of thematic analysis 

and critical discourse analysis to scrutinize and interpret the data. These methods were applied 

sequentially, with thematic analysis serving as the initial stage of critical discourse analysis to 

identify key patterns and underlying themes (Alejandro & Zhao, 2024). This integrated approach 

allowed for a nuanced exploration of both macro-level patterns of meaning and micro-level 

linguistic practices embedded in the discourse. 

1.7.6.1. Thematic Analysis (TA)  

TA is a strategy for constructing, analysing and interpreting patterns within a qualitative data set 

through systematic data coding processes, with themes being generated based on the established 

objectives (Braun & Clarke, 2020). It is particularly valuable for identifying macro patterns of 

meaning and focuses on broader themes rather than micro-level linguistic practices. In this 

dissertation, the researcher adopted TA to organize the data and identify key patterns and themes 

related to the origins, strategies of resistance and factors that contributed to the radicalization of 

the Amhara nationalist movement. To ensure a robust analysis, the researcher follows the six 

recursive phases of TA formulated by Braun and Clarke (2020): data familiarisation; coding; 

generating initial themes; reviewing and developing themes; refining, defining and naming 

themes; and writing up. The implementation of these recursive procedures was crucial to achieving 

the objectives of the dissertation, as it provided a structured and rigorous framework for examining 

the multifaceted nature of Amhara nationalism. 

1.7.6.2. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)  

The writing phase of the six recursive steps of TA was complemented by CDA, a technique used 

by critical researchers to analyse language within its sociocultural context. CDA illuminates how 

meaning-making processes contribute to the social construction of reality (van Dijk, 1993). Rather 

than simply interpreting linguistic practices in texts, CDA goes further by revealing how 

discourses sustain power, dominance and inequality. It also explores how these dynamics can be 

challenged through similar discursive strategies (Fairclough, 1995). By critically examining 

discursive practices that perpetuate domination and inequality, critical discourse analysts envision 

possibilities for human liberation and empowerment (van Dijk, 1993). Furthermore, as Oran 



�í�õ 
 

(2022) highlights, CDA facilitates the exploration of the various ways in which narratives about 

the nation are constructed. It examines how different actors shape these narratives in varying 

contexts and underscores the dynamic and contested nature of national identity. 

In this study, the researcher adopted CDA to analyse how various social groups, from the Italian 

occupation of Ethiopia to the present day, have legitimised anti-Amhara narratives within the 

political discourse of the country. This analysis aims to uncover the implicit motives of these 

groups that sustain narratives portraying the Amhara as oppressors. CDA is also employed to 

examine in depth the discursive strategies used by Amhara nationalists in response to both real and 

perceived threats emerging from the sedimentation of such narratives. Given the contested nature 

of Amhara identity, CDA is further used to explore the rhetorical tactics employed by Amhara 

nationalists in shaping a collective identity. This includes analyzing how discourse is used to 

�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�L�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���µ�X�V�¶���D�Q�G���µ�W�K�H�P�¶�� 

The analysis of texts, such as speeches, writings, manifestos and constitutions, produced by various 

social groups to either reinforce or counter anti-Amhara narratives was guided by the three steps 

of CDA outlined by Fairclough (1995). These steps informed the examination of how language is 

used to construct both anti-Amhara narratives and a collective Amhara identity. The first step, text 

analysis, involves scrutinising specific linguistic features such as word choice, metaphors and 

rhetorical devices. This phase focuses on understanding how language perpetuates narratives that 

depict the Amhara as oppressors while also contributing to the construction of Amhara identity. 

For example, the researcher: 

�x Examines the use of labels and narratives that characterise the Amhara as oppressors, 

drawing from both historical references and contemporary political rhetoric; 

�x Analyses how various social groups have defined Amhara identity over time, with a focus 

on their linguistic strategies, rhetorical manoeuvres and ideological frameworks; 

�x Explores the use of terms such as neftegna and timkhtegna to depict the Amhara as 

oppressors and cultural chauvinists; 

�x Investigates how Amhara nationalists have reappropriated neftegna and timkhtegna as 

identity markers, reclaiming them from their pejorative meanings. 



�î�í 
 

�����������7�U�X�V�W�Z�R�U�W�K�L�Q�H�V�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\�� 

To ensure the credibility, transferability, dependability and confirmability of the dissertation, the 

researcher employed several strategies. Data were collected from multiple sources to facilitate 

triangulation. Following data collection, participants were given the opportunity to review and 

validate the transcribed data, ensuring that their perspectives were accurately represented. The 

researcher also provided detailed, context-rich descriptions of the research setting and participants 

during data analysis. Additionally, reflexivity was integrated throughout the research process to 

recognize and address potential personal biases.  

�������������/�L�P�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\�� 

This dissertation offers a comprehensive examination of the transformation of the modus operandi 

of Amhara nationalism from peaceful to violent forms, grounded in a critical analysis of the 

historical and political conditions that gave rise to the movement. However, the study is not 

without limitations. One notable caveat is its exclusion of the assumption that Amhara nationalism 

has religious elements, particularly in relation to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC). This 

exclusion is a deliberate methodological choice, made in respect of the claim by Amhara 

nationalists that their movement is secular and not tied to religious affiliation. 

Another caveat is methodological in nature. Due to the ongoing conflict between the Amhara Fano 

and government forces, the researcher was unable to conduct a sufficient number of face-to-face 

interviews and focus groups with ordinary Amhara across various parts of the Amhara region. This 

limitation hindered the ability to fully capture the emotions, feelings, body language and facial 

expressions of participants, which are crucial in studying the dynamics of nationalist movements. 

However, the researcher made efforts to overcome this limitation by conducting interviews and 

focus groups in more accessible locations such as Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar and Debre Markos, 

while also using phone conversations. Another challenge was accessing members and leaders of 

the Amhara Fano, as many are operating from the bushes, making them difficult to reach.��While 

some interviews with leaders of the Amhara Fano in Gojjam were conducted through personal 

networks, opinions and views from other Fano factions were gathered from interviews their leaders 

had with various YouTube journalists. 
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�������������6�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���6�W�X�G�\�� 

The dissertation is structured into seven chapters. The next chapter outlines the theoretical 

framework and conceptual clarifications of the study. It critically reviews scholarly works on key 

concepts and debates surrounding nation and nationalism, as well as perspectives on their rise and 

emergence. After a meticulous review, the chapter identifies an appropriate theoretical framework 

to support the effort to scrutinize Amhara nationalism. 

Chapter Three examines the formation and construction of competing nationalisms in Ethiopia 

across different historical epochs. Particular emphasis is placed on how power holders have 

attempted to legitimize their own versions of nationalism and how these have been contested by 

opposition elites. The aim is to position Amhara nationalism within this broader context. Hence, 

the chapter tests the applicability of the theoretical framework established in Chapter Two within 

the Ethiopian context, thereby setting the stage for the subsequent discussion of Amhara 

nationalism. 

Chapter Four delves into the origins of Amhara nationalism. It examines various perspectives on 

its emergence and the politico-historical conditions that contributed to its rise. The chapter 

provides an in-depth discussion of the invention of anti-Amhara narratives, the actors involved in 

their crystallization and institutionalization and the subsequent structural violence perpetrated 

against the Amhara people. 

Chapter Five explores the resistance strategies adopted by Amhara nationalists. It explores the 

ideologies of various Amhara-based political parties and the strategies they employed to construct 

and promote Amhara identity. The chapter also discusses both peaceful forms of resistance, such 

as social media campaigns and public protests, and violent forms that were adopted by Amhara 

nationalists to advance their aspirations. 

Chapter Six brings the radicalization of Amhara nationalism in post-2018 Ethiopia under scrutiny. 

�,�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���W�K�H���I�D�F�W�R�U�V���W�K�D�W���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���U�D�G�L�F�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�L�Q�W���Z�K�H�U�H���S�H�D�F�H�I�X�O��

alternatives became unfeasible, culminating in the militarization of the Fano. Chapter Seven, the 

final chapter, presents a broad discussion and synthesis of the overall findings drawn from the 

three empirical chapters. The conclusion is informed by the theoretical and conceptual frameworks 

established in the dissertation. 
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�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���7�Z�R 
�/�L�W�H�U�D�W�X�U�H���5�H�Y�L�H�Z 

�������,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�7�K�L�V�� �F�K�D�S�W�H�U�� �O�D�\�V�� �R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�� �F�O�D�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�R�U�H�W�L�F�D�O�� �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�� �W�K�D�W�� �X�Q�G�H�U�S�L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�V�P���L�V���R�I�W�H�Q���F�R�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�G���E�\���G�L�V�D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�V���R�Y�H�U���L�W�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�V���D�Q�G��

�Q�D�W�X�U�H�����7�K�L�V���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�L�W�\���V�W�H�P�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O���D�P�E�L�J�X�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���W�H�U�P���Q�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

�F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�H�G�� �Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �H�P�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H���� �&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���� �P�D�Q�\�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�� �D�U�J�X�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�Q�\��
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