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African identity by decolonizing African narratives distorted by colonialism and diasporic 

dislocation. 

  1.7. Methodology of the Study 

         1.7.1. Method 

Basically, this study falls under the general category of qualitative research. This is due to the 

fact that the study is fundamentally interpretive, descriptive, meaning-centred, and text-based. 

The study aims to explore how the selected literary texts try to reconstruct African identity by 

decolonizing distorted narratives. Such objectives require close reading, contextual 

interpretation, and theoretical engagement, all of which fall under the domain of qualitative 

inquiry. According to Creswell (2003), qualitative research design is particularly appropriate for 

studies that aim to explore how social realities and identities are reconstructed through language 

and discourse. He goes on to say that in literary and cultural studies, qualitative inquiry enables 

the researcher to engage deeply with texts in order to uncover latent meanings, power relations, 

and symbolic structures that shape narratives of identity, culture, and history. 

Accordingly, the specific method employed in this study is qualitative textual analysis. This 

method, according to Schreiber and Asner-Self (2011), is used for collecting, analyzing, and 

interpreting textual data or concepts from selected text(s). Thus, the first and foremost 

justification for choosing this method in this study is that it allows for an in-depth and systematic 

examination of the literary texts as primary data, making it particularly appropriate for exploring 

themes like identity reconstruction, decolonization, and Afrocentric values. Qualitative textual 

analysis allows the researcher to closely analyze language, narrative techniques, character 

development, and thematic patterns through which meanings are produced in the texts. Secondly, 

the method is appropriate because the study is interpretative and aims to generate rich and 

contextualized insights rather than quantifiable or statistical findings. Qualitative textual 

analysis, by means of thorough and critical reading, facilitates the identification, analysis, and 

interpretation underlying ideologies, power relations, and cultural assumptions embedded in the 

texts. It also provides room for flexibility, allowing emerging themes to be traced across the texts 

in line with the theoretical frameworks of post colonialism, Afrocentricity, and deconstruction. 

Thirdly, qualitative textual analysis is well fitting to literary studies because it treats texts as 

culturally and ideologically situated discourses. This makes it an ideal method for examining 
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lenses. Finally, thematic analysis was chosen, for it supports an in-depth engagement with 

languages, characters, plots, and discourses, enabling the researcher to conduct deeper 

interpretations rather than surface-level descriptions. 

The first procedure of analysis was, therefore, data extraction and initial coding. This stage 

entailed extracting relevant narrative elements such as dialogues, character developments, 

narrative structures, motifs, blog entries, etc. This step also involved manually identifying and 

labelling segments, particularly those related to key concepts such as identity, decolonization, 

Afrocentric values, colonial legacy, and cultural continuity. Each code captured an idea or 

issue significant to the reconstruction of African identity. This step was iterative, allowing for 

the emergence of new codes throughout the reading process. 

The next step was thematization, where similar or related codes were grouped into broader 

thematic categories. These categories reflected deeper patterns across the texts, such as re-

centering African identity, reclamation of African beauty standards, the critique of 

Eurocentric worldviews, dislocation and negotiation of identity in the diaspora, etc. 

Subthemes were also developed to capture more specific manifestations of these larger 

concepts, enhancing the depth of the analysis. These subthemes included reclaiming African 

names, Africanizing language, and traditional values. 

Once the themes were established, there followed analysis and interpretation of these themes 

through the lens of the adopted theoretical frameworks to critically examine how these themes 

reflect identity reconstruction and the decolonizing process in the selected novels. Questions 

such as whose voices are centred, how colonial misrepresentations are challenged, and how 

African values are reasserted were central to this interpretative process. This allowed for a 

deeper understanding of how the novels articulate identity reconstruction as a form of cultural 

resistance and decolonial practice. The analysis has also included comparative components, 

where the treatments of similar themes across the texts were examined. This cross-textual 

analysis highlighted both convergences and divergences in how identity reconstruction is 

portrayed, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of historical context, gendered 

variations, and authorial style in postcolonial African narratives. 

Finally, the study moved onto synthesis, where the findings were integrated into a coherent 

argument regarding the central role of decolonizing narratives in reclaiming African identity 
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Chapter Seven engages in a comparative analysis to systematically examine both the 

commonalities and distinctive elements across the novels under consideration. This chapter 

highlights key thematic similarities and differences across the novels in relation to the notion of 

narrative decolonization and identity reconstruction. Finally, chapter Eight presents the major 

findings of the study, draws conclusions based on the analyses, and offers recommendations for 

future research and scholarship in the field of postcolonial African literary studies. 
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systems. Together, these Afrocentric values offer a culturally grounded framework for 

understanding human life that prioritizes community, spirituality, ancestor reverence, and 

holistic well-being. By centring African worldviews, these values offer a firm counter-narrative 

to the dominant Eurocentric frameworks and contribute to the reconstruction of authentic African 

identity. This study, therefore, investigates how the novels under analysis incorporate these 

African identity markers to restore African agency and re-centres African values, employing 

indigenous narrative frameworks, language reclamation, and cultural memory, as one of its 

objectives is examining the extent to which the selected novels foreground Afrocentric values in 

their portrayal of African identity. 

     2.1.5. Migration and Memory  

In diasporic studies, migration is often understood both as a tool and symbolic condition. It does 

not refer just to the physical relocation of people across geographical boundaries but also to an 

intricate socio-cultural transition which involves displacement, adaptation, hybridity, and 

negotiation of new environments (Ojuola, 2024). Migration produces a diasporic space, where 

multiple histories, identities, and power relations intersect. Thus, in the postcolonial diasporic 

contexts, migration unsettles the fixed notions of home and belonging, creating a condition in 

which identity becomes fluid, intermingled, and constantly reconstructed (Brah, 2005).  

Memory, on the other hand, serves as important sentimental resource by which diasporic subjects 

make sense of displacement. Memory is not a mere reminiscence of past events but an active, 

selective and often reconstructive act (Halbwachs, 1980). In postcolonial diaspora contexts, 

memory plays a vital role in shaping Black diasporic identities. It functions as a connection 

between past experiences and present realities, linking people to their ancestral heritages and 

communal histories (Walcott, 1990, as cited in Ojuola, 2024). In Africa and Caribbean literature, 

Ojuola argues, memory is often depicted as a repository of cultural knowledge, sustaining 

traditions even as they evolve within new diasporic contexts. 

The intricate interplay between these two constructs becomes particularly important in the 

diaspora setting, for migration increases the need for using memory as maintaining force. 

Diasporic dislocation alienates diasporic subjects from their familiar and authentic culture in 

their homelands, and memory acts as a channel or bond that reconnects them to their origins 

(Hall, 1990). In other words, in the diaspora contexts, diasporic subjects transform memory into 
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identities are better than African ones. They sought to eternize the perception of black 

(Africa) as ugly and white (Europeans) as beautiful (pp. 33-4). 

Western beauty standards generally privilege Euro-American physical features such as light skin 

tone, straight hair, narrow facial features, and slim body type. Such norms emerged from colonial 

histories, racial hierarchies, and global media industries that placed Western aesthetics as 

universal ideals of beauty (hooks, 1992). In postcolonial and diasporic contexts, such standards 

function not only as aesthetics preference but also as ideological tools that normalize whiteness 

while marginalizing non-western bodies (Wolf, 1991). 

Psychologically these standards often generate what postcolonial theorists described as 

internalized oppression. Fanon in his seminal essay Black Skin, White Masks (1967) contends 

that the colonized subject comes to desire the attributes of the colonizer resulting in alienation 

from the self and indigenous cultural values. This manifests in feelings of inferiority, low self-

esteem and persistence sense of inadequacy, specifically among women and youngsters. 

According to Fanon, these imposed standards continue to shape individuals' sense of self, 

creating internal hierarchies of values, sometimes correlating with race, skin color, hair texture, 

and facial features. Practices like skin bleaching, hair straightening, and cosmetic alteration can 

therefore be read not simply as individual choice but as response to structural pressures to be 

acceptable in the West. 

Let us now see how colonialists' imposition of Eurocentric notions of beauty articulated through 

some of these interconnected features or areas, which collectively illustrate the ways in which 

colonialism extended its hegemony into the inner spaces of self-image and cultural identity: 

i. Skin Color and Colorism 

Colonial valorization of whiteness gave birth to colorism, that is, bias in favor of light-skinned 

individuals within African societies. It was consolidated in missionary schools, labor policies, 

and media representation that associated light skin with civility and beauty. Skin-whitening 

practices remain prevalent across Africa today, which proves the enduring nature of colonial 

beauty hierarchies (Hunter, 2011). 

ii. Hair and Aesthetics 

Hair politics in African also reflects the colonial bequest. Colonial administrations and 

missionaries established grooming standards that required straightened hair or European styles  
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    3.5.2. Reclaiming Indigenous Languages and Traditions 

The reclamation of indigenous languages and cultural traditions is another recurrent thematic 

concern in postcolonial African literature, serving as a very important strategy for reconstructing 

identity. During colonial rule, many African societies were compelled to adopt European 

languages, often at the expense of their indigenous languages and rich oral traditions. This 

enforced linguistic shift not only imposed a foreign way of communicating but also accelerated 

the extinction of the indigenous cultures. Thus, for colonialists, language became a powerful tool 

of cultural domination, reinforcing colonial values while relegating African epistemologies 

(Said, 1978). 

In response, postcolonial African writers have foregrounded language as a key site of resistance 

and cultural reclamation in their literary works. Among the most influential 
































































































































































































































































































