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The purpose of the study was to assess high school students' (Grades 10-12, N=288) learning 
preferences, since little attention has been paid to how learners learn and how teachers teach 
in many institutions. It was also aimed at diagnosing the target language teachers' (n= 11) 
awareness about the learners' diversified learning needs as well as exploring the strategies 
being implemented to address each language learners needs. Moreover, the extent to which 
there was a match or mismatch between the learners' real learning needs and the teachers' 
actual teaching procedures existed was also expbored. The instruments implemented to collect 
data were questionnaire adaptedfrom Reid's (1987) PLSQ and Gardner's Ml categories and 
observation. The students were asked to respond, in five point Like rt scale, to 32 items each 

• of the eight learning style preferences assessment and 8 items related with their perceptions 
to the EFL teachers» actual classroom practices. In the former items, a group of four items 
could assess one of the eight categories of Gardner's (1983) Multiple Intelligences. EFL 
teachers also respond to 19 items of questionnaire concerned with their beliefs, perceptions 
and actual practices related with addressing diversified learners' needs. Data collected were 
tabulated, analysed and interpreted using comparison of mean values of categories and chi 
square to test the significance difference among the learners' needs. Accordingly, the findings 
o.,(; the study indicated that all the categories "of learning needs existed while Visual. 
Interpersonal and Kinaesthetic learning preferences were found being the leading categories, 
respectively. The EFL teachers' beliefs, perceptions, and classroom strategies were found 

- incongruent with of the target language learners' needs. Hence, these findings implied that 
the discrepancy between the learners' needs and mismatching actual teaching procedures 

\ should have been affecting the learners' success to the expected level of achievement. 
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adaptation of individual learning styles in the domain of teaching and learning EFL. 

The points above imply that teachers should be aware of and respect the individual learner's 

preference and develop it while it can be essential to encourage the student to experiment 

other learning styles for better advantages. Researches show that the match between learning 

styles and teaching strategies lead to effective teaching and this can be achieved only if 

teachers are aware of learners' preferences and offer appropriate and relevant instruction to 

their learning performances. The learners would, hence, be better motivated and their 

performance is enhanced (Brown 1994). However, there is still little attention to the 

It is also observed that some students remember and understand new information when the 

teacher explains orally while some others do so when the same information when it is 

presented in some others ways: using pictures, video or actions. These indicate that learners 

exhibit different internally based characteristics for the intake of new information (Reid 

, 1995). 

\ 

Globally, researches about learning styles recommend since it is assumed and sounds 

rational that students learn more effectively under situations they are allowed to reflect their 

owh preferences and initiatives using their own ways of sensing and processing information 

(Oxford 1990). Teachers of the target language are expected to be aware of the learners' 

'different preferences and, even, to assess those differences among individual learners so as 

\to plan how effectively to address the differences. 

' important to diagnose.various strategies of involving different preferences in the classroom 

against learning English. 

teaching the target language skills and less attention is given to such aspects as learning 

• styles, teaching strategies, and individual differences and so on, while it seems equally . 

Several recent researches in EFL in Ethiopian context have widely focused on approaches to 
' . 

1.1. Background of the Study 

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 
































































































































































