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ABSTRACT 

The main aim of this study is to assess the effectiveness of anti-human trafficking measures and 

the way in which they can be effectively addressed locally in West Armachiho Woreda. To 

achieve the above objective, the researcher employed a qualitative research approach. 

Accordingly, this study used a case study research design to describe the measures of anti-

human trafficking, analyze the anti-human trafficking measures' practical implementation, and 

the challenges of the anti-human trafficking efforts in Woreda. The study used a non-probability 

sampling procedure. Among non-probability sampling methods, the researcher employed 

purposive sampling. The study used both primary and secondary sources of data. Interviews, key 

informant semi-structured interviews, and focus group discussions are examples of primary data. 

Secondary sources of data include document analysis, such as including literature, books, 

proclamations, reports, published and unpublished data from governmental organizations, 

different theses, magazines, and newspapers. The data collected from the informants was used 

thematically. Findings from the study show the problem of human trafficking is the main cause of 

poverty, lack of economic opportunities, unemployment, lack of skilled manpower, and lack of 

good governance in the local area. The study identifies the challenges which make antihuman 

trafficking measures ineffective in their actual practice: incomprehensive coordination, lack of 

equal wealth among youths, lack of awareness, lack of strong hierarchical control, and lack of 

commitment. These ideas develop within the analysis of research findings and support the 

background of the theoretical ground work. This study indicates the need to address these 

factors that critically challenge the effectiveness of anti-human trafficking measures and their 

practical implementation. The recommendation forwarded by the researcher to the concerned 

body with regard to the measures of anti-human trafficking in West Armachiho Woreda was to 

identify stakeholders and their respective roles in combating and eradicating the problem. 

Extensive public awareness activities should be required and carried out in the study area, 

building the ability of law enforcement and other government agencies to: prevent human 

trafficking; develop custom-fit strategies to combat human trafficking along with a national plan 

of action; establish anti-human trafficking clubs in the school and in the community to fight 

human trafficking; and establish good cooperation with different stakeholders. 

Key Words: Anti-human trafficking, human trafficking, measures of anti-human trafficking    
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CHAPTER ONE 

1. Introduction 

This chapter provides background to the study, statement of the problem, objectives and research 

question, significant of the study, the scope and limitation of the study and lastly operational 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the study  

 Human trafficking is a multi-billion-dollar business that influences and involves citizens from 

nearly all countries in the world (Geneva Center for Security Policy, 2010). It is a particularly 

difficult challenge for law enforcement authorities to deal with because it requires an additional 

set of skills and initiatives that go beyond those found in the standard toolkits of local police and 

border guard units. The topic has been on the current international security agenda since the late 

1990s. Much progress has been made since: new laws have been created, awareness has been 

raised, government officials have been trained, and cooperation agreements have been signed 

between the various state and non-state counter-trafficking actors. However, there are few signs 

that traffic is decreasing. Instead, there are many signs that it is increasing (Cornelius, 2009). 

People trafficking is always fueled by the over-load of people leaving the economic struggles of 

their home country to seek opportunities abroad. Other vulnerability factors include: economic 

inequality, unemployment, cultural and social traditions, inadequate legislation, as well as policy 

protection (Tsireledzani, 2010) cited by Haile Michael (2014). While many trafficked individuals 

are moved to new or foreign locations, movement itself is not what establishes trafficking; the 

force, fraud, or coercion exercised on that person by another to perform or remain in service are 

the defining elements of trafficking in modern usage (U.S. Department of State, 2005). 

Human trafficking is a complex issue that not only affects one country but also corners of the 

globe. There is not a single country that is unaffected by the effects of modern-day slavery. 

Slavery, as commonly supposed, was not eradicated during the nineteenth century. It has only 

expanded over time to form a very global trade system of human beings into what is now known 

as human trafficking or modern-day slavery (Emser, 2013). Human trafficking is a cross-cutting 

developmental problem with wide-ranging economic, social, and legal implications, affecting all 
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groups of society. Employers in many industries are increasingly aware that their supply chains 

are vulnerable to unlawful practices, including forced labor and human trafficking (United 

Nation Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking, 2008) cited by Girma, 2016. 

While forced labor and human trafficking are being addressed in other parts of the world, there is 

almost total silence in the Eastern and Horn of Africa regions. The silence must be broken and 

appropriate action taken to offer hope to the victims of human trafficking, forced labor and to 

alleviate the condition (ANPPCANA, 2005). For that reason, it is important for different groups, 

particularly civil society organizations, governments, and other players, to bring attention to the 

problem, and well-organized documentation of the nature and extent of the problem can shine. 

Ethiopia is a source and, to a high extent, destination and transit country for men, women, and 

children subjected to forced labor and sex trafficking (Trafficking in Person Report, 2015). 

Ethiopian illegal migrants' transit through Djibouti, Egypt, Somalia, Sudan, or Kenya seeking 

employment in the Middle East, South Africa, and Europe are highly exposed to human 

trafficking (US Department of State, 2016). Ethiopia has ratified the most prestigious and recent 

international instruments that have set the course for how to define, prevent, and prosecute 

human trafficking. Ethiopia has ratified the UN convention against Transnational Organized 

Crime and its supplementary protocols: The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and The United Nations Protocol 

against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea, and Air on March 29th, 2012 (FDRE 

Proclamations No. 737/2012 and 736/2012). 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) is responsible for protecting the rights, safety, and 

security of Ethiopian nationals abroad. He has the overall responsibility to ensure that the 

interests and rights of Ethiopians residing abroad are protected, encouraged, and supported by 

associations formed by Ethiopian communities and friends of Ethiopia (FDRE Proclamation 

No.691/2010, art.15). 
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In Ethiopia, there is no specific, centralized, or fully authorized organ of a department dealing 

with measures of human trafficking. However, to prevent the growing problem of human 

trafficking, the National Council was established to make effective measurements of human 

trafficking. The national coordinating committee is authorized to ensure proper implementation 

of the overseas employment service, conclude bilateral agreements with receiving countries and 

to establish a favorable situation, cooperate with appropriate organs, ensure legal action against 

violations, facilitate the exchange of overseas employment information with concerned organs, 

and provide a well-equipped data center (FDRE proclamation No. 923/2016, art.15 (2). 

Within Amhara National Regional State, particularly West Armachiho Woreda, is identified as 

both an origin and transit area of high and growing prevalence of human trafficking since the 

coming of Derge to power in the first half of the 1970s, and especially at the current time, serves 

as the main route for people to get away from the country. According to the information gained 

from woreda police officers, communication office, and office of women and social affairs, 

illegal human trafficking is increasing every year in West Armachiho Woreda. As well, irregular 

migration is greater than ever and continues to put many people in danger of being victims of 

human trafficking and disturb the socio-economic stability of the public in the Woreda. 

Therefore, the aim of this research is to assess anti-human trafficking measures to prevent the 

problem of human trafficking in the area, which challenges the application of anti-human 

trafficking and policy implementation practice experienced by it. 

1.2 Statement of the problem  

Understanding the extent and nature of the problem of traffic is complicated, not only by 

contending definitions but also by the fact that there is so little reliable, representative data about 

traffic nationally and internationally (Gould, 2006). Human trafficking has no boundaries and 

respects laws. There exist formal and informal labor markets for both lawful and illicit industries, 

affecting skilled and unskilled workers from a spectrum of educational backgrounds (Trafficking 

in Person Report, 2015). 

As a result of its hidden nature, it is difficult to obtain data on the exact estimate of the number 

of victims of human trafficking around the world and the human traffickers to make comfortable 
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the migration process. There are factors that exist that contribute to vulnerability for those who 

fall victim to human trafficking, namely: lack of education, poverty, porous borders, 

globalization and the breakdown of families, high demand, social inequalities, and 

unemployment (Marina, 2014) cited by Geber Maryam, 2019). In regard to trafficking, a few 

studies show how some populations are more vulnerable than others (Emser, 2013). Preventing 

people from becoming vulnerable is an important element of anti-human trafficking. Relevant 

aspects of prevention are providing information, raising awareness and increasing the resilience 

of potential victims, as well as increasing awareness of the phenomenon of human trafficking in 

general (cited by Germa, 2016). 

According to the International Labor Organization (2011), starting from the 1980s, there has 

been a significant growth in the number of Ethiopian citizens, both women and men, who are 

subjected to human trafficking. A lot of Ethiopians have been exploited and killed both in the 

transit and destination countries. For instance, in the year of 2014, ISIS slaughtered thirty 

Ethiopian youth in Libya; the horrifying assaults by jingoistic mobs in South Africa; and the 

death of a number of Ethiopians in the Mediterranean and the Red Seas. The same as before, 

Saudi Arabia’s crackdown on illegal migrants and the expulsion of thousands of Ethiopians are 

some of the severe consequences of human trafficking (IOM, 2014). 

Many illegal human trafficking migrates to Sudan, Libya, Saudi Arabia, and other countries 

passing through the Metema corridor. However, this area is controlled or closed by security 

forces, so many Ethiopian citizens cross their country’s boundary with the help of human 

traffickers to find second passing routes through West Armachiho Woreda and become victims. 

This problem of human trafficking motivated many researchers to study the issues of human 

trafficking globally in general, particularly in Ethiopia around the passing corridor ,but most 

researchers in the border area studied only causes or factors and consequences of human 

trafficking . Studies conducted in the area of human trafficking include the following: The 

situation of trafficking women and the challenges that victims face on the routes Ethiopia to 

Sudan (Shewit, 2013), factors that contribute to victimization patterns in the case of standard 

victims in Metema, Ethiopia (Biniam, 2014), and the cause and consequences of human 

trafficking in the case of Metema (Haile Michael, 2014). Those three previous studies' findings 
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show that trafficked persons are exposed to different problems before and after they reach the 

destination countries. All these studies only limit themselves to the same geographical area. The 

findings of this study reveal a number of problems, which have illuminated the nature of the 

crime. Despite the fact that the issue was hot, there was little research for anti-human trafficking 

measures in the study area. There is a limitation to the study that was conducted in West 

Armachiho Woreda. 

Although, there is minimal information known about the area of antihuman trafficking measures 

in the context of West Armachiho Woreda, there is a desperate need for more findings. More 

findings would not only help to contribute valuable information with regard to the issues, but 

would also help to act in accordance with international laws and protocols signed by Ethiopia to 

fight human trafficking. Detailed knowledge and understanding of the facts, in addition to the 

effectiveness and impact of measures, are compulsory to devise effective policies and strategies 

to combat human trafficking. Understanding the actors and complex governance structures are 

interdependently involved in combating human trafficking and their relationships. However, 

there is a challenge to translating anti-human trafficking measures into practice, and they are not 

effectively implemented in the study area. This study focuses on this problem to demonstrate in 

research on the assessment of anti-human trafficking measures in West Armachiho Woreda 

1.3 Objective of the study  

  1.3.1 General objective 

 The overall objective of this study is to investigate the efforts of anti-human trafficking 

measures and how they can be effectively addressed locally in West Armachiho Woreda. 

1.3.2 Specific objective 

1.To examine the anti-human trafficking legal measures working in West Armachiho Woreda. 

2.To analyze the anti-human trafficking policy implementation practice in West Armachiho 

Woreda. 

3.To identify the challenges of the anti-human trafficking efforts in West Armachiho Woreda. 
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1.4 Research question  

In order to meet the objectives, this qualitative study would address the following research 

questions: 

1. What are the anti-human trafficking measures working in West Armachiho Woreda? 

2.  How an anti-trafficking measure carried out in the study area? 

3. What are the challenges for the application of anti-human trafficking measures in West 

Armachiho Woreda? 

1.5 Significance of the study 

This study can generate useful information and procedures to control human trafficking in the 

region and at the woreda level. This study would add to a valuable source of knowledge and 

increase the practical policy implementation of human trafficking. It also investigates the 

challenges of anti-human trafficking in the woreda and enables us to bring a consistent solution 

to the problem. The result of this study would be useful for the Amhara national regional 

government task force to prevent illegal human trafficking and evaluate the policy. In addition, it 

is intended to give recommendations based on the research results to the administration of West 

Armachiho woreda to pay more attention to illegal human trafficking and provide assistance to 

the victims.The study would serve as a foundation for further research into human trafficking. 

Furthermore, the study encourages other researchers to conduct further studies related to anti-

human trafficking by identifying gaps. 

1.6 Scope of the study 

This study has limited its scope in terms of geographic coverage and thematic center of attention. 

The study focused on anti-human trafficking measures in Amhara National Region State 

Ethiopia, specifically in West Armachiho Woreda. This specific woreda has been chosen because 

it is the origin and transit area of a high and growing prevalence of human trafficking. Though 

the issue of human trafficking is complex and multidirectional, the central focus of this study is 

limited to assessing anti-human trafficking measures in local practice. Furthermore, human 

trafficking can occur within the country and in neighboring countries; however, this study 
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focuses on anti-human trafficking measures in Ethiopia's Amhara region, specifically the case of 

West Armachiho woreda.  

  1.7 Limitations of the Study 

 When the researcher conducted this research, the following different obstacles faced him. Those 

challenges were: lack of related resources like reference books and the internet; electricity 

current problems; financial constraints were another challenge because the researcher did not get 

the money allowed by the government to do this work on time. Sensitivity of the topic: a large 

proportion of participants and organizations refused to be part of this study. However, these 

limitations were reduced by the continuous effort of the researcher to solve the problems of 

internet and electric current. He went to the area where internet access and electric current are 

available to solve the problem of respondents' unwillingness to interview. The researcher then 

completed this paper. 

1.8   Operational definition of key term  

For the purpose of clarity, it is necessary to define the way in which this study uses some basic 

terms, like human trafficking, traffickers, anti-human trafficking, human migration, woreda, and 

kebele throughout this study. 

Human trafficking: is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of a person 

by means of threat or use of force or of the giving or receiving of payment or benefit to achieve 

the consent of a person having control over another person for the purpose of exploitation. 

Traffickers: a central place between supply and demand. On the one hand, they try to increase 

the supply of trafficking people through recruitment, often using force, information, fraudulent 

identification, and abuse of power. On the other hand, they try to boost demand by providing 

easy access to a steady supply of trafficked people. Traffickers’ mas are organized into criminal 

groups and linked together in a chain of middlemen (cited by girma ,2016). 
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Anti-human trafficking: means combating trafficking in human beings through prevention, 

including addressing root causes and awareness raising, prosecution, investigation, and 

adjudication in order to stop or reduce human trafficking in the area (cited by yihanaw ,2020). 

Human migration: is the movement by people from one country to another, with the 

international settling temporarily or permanently in the new location. The movement is typically 

over a long distance and from one country to another, but internal migration is possible (cited by 

haele michaeale ,20114). 

Woreda: is the third-level administrative division administration structure under the regional 

government. 

Kebele: is the fourth-level administrative division administrative structure under the regional 

state government (cited by yihanaw ,2020). 

1.9    Structure of the Study 

Antihuman trafficking recommendations would be provided and recommendations would be 

provided to be effective. The thesis is separated into five chapters. Chapter One provides an 

overview of the study. It briefly describes the background of the study, including the statement 

of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, research scope, significance of the 

study, as well as limitations and operational definition. Chapter two discusses the literature 

review. This chapter deliberates on the theoretical groundwork and the conceptual framework for 

the study. Chapter three describes the study area and the research design. In this chapter, the 

justification for the adoption of qualitative research methodology for the study is explained. 

Chapter four reports the findings of this study. It reveals the practice of anti-human trafficking 

and measures gaps based on the research findings. Chapter five, concluding discussion measures, 

References and appendices are provided at the end of the document. 

 

 

 



9 
 

CHAPTER TWO 

2. Review of literature 

2.1 Introduction 

Chapter Two discusses the theoretical concepts adopted in the study. It begins with the definition 

of human trafficking that sets the stage for a standard legal definition of the phenomenon and the 

explanation of the conceptual framework of human trafficking. To highlight the research gaps, 

this chapter explores past studies of human trafficking that were conducted internationally and 

locally conducive to the assessment of anti-human trafficking measures. This chapter examines 

the literature relevant to the conceptual and theoretical framework in order to provide a basis that 

facilitates an understanding of human trafficking. 

2.2 Definition of human trafficking  

The UN Trafficking Protocol, also known as the Palermo Protocol, came into force in December 

2003. It established the first definition of human trafficking in international law, the product of 

long debates between government officials with varying interests. Yet, it is often criticized for its 

complexity when countries try to adopt it word for word in their legislation and for its 

inoperability for law enforcement agencies, service providers, and others, such as immigration 

officials (IOM, 2009). 

The transnational nature of human trafficking has fueled the international community to take 

serious action in the fight against its rapid growth by adopting the United Nations Protocol to 

Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children (Obokata, 

2006). The Protocol, also widely known as the Palermo Protocol, is a supplement to the United 

Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime that came into force on December 

25, 2003. It is a critical milestone in providing the first globally agreed definition of human 

trafficking that serves as a legally binding instrument.  

The agreed definition is crucial in promoting homogenized national approaches to human 

trafficking as domestic criminal offenses (Wan, 2014). Recognizing the crime entails effective 

international cooperation in investigating and prosecuting cases of trafficking in persons while 

protecting and assisting the trafficked victims with full respect for their human rights. 
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There are three constituent elements in the definition: an act (what is done) indicates human 

trafficking in the form of recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or reception of 

trafficked persons. The term "recruitment" is often believed to be the first stage leading to 

exploitation, while the ends of the process are the actions of "harboring or receipt". For example, 

traffickers may make false promises about opportunities for them at the end of their journey. 

They may provide misinformation about the voyage’s costs or other requirements. Sometimes 

the victims are deceived by their friends or their own families. In those cases, recruitment is not 

necessarily the beginning of the trafficking process (Kneebone and Debeljak 2012). Moreover, 

the "action" element usually involves movement or a migration process to "transport" and 

"transfer" victims (Gallagher 2010; Kneebone and Debeljak 2012) cited by Yihanaw, 2020). 

Human trafficking may be accomplished through one or more of the following methods: threat or 

use of force or other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, abuse of power or position 

of vulnerability, or providing benefits to obtain the consent of a person in control of another 

person. Although the means may be direct or indirect actions, their purpose is to succeed in 

exercising control over another person (Gallagher 2010; Kneebone and Debeljak 2012); Ibid. 

And the purpose (why it is done) is exploitation (UNDOC, 2009) . As the definition includes at 

minimum the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 

forced labor, the removal of organs Besides, the protocol recognizes that the interpretations of 

these constitutive elements are guided by the existing definitions in other international 

instruments (Trafficking in Persons Protocol, 2000: art.14). 

Adoption of the Protocol's definition represents a significant step forward in reaching agreement 

on general guidance for various actors, including scholars, governments, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), inter-governmental organizations (IGOs), and the private sector, in 

analyzing and addressing human trafficking (Obokata, 2006).cited by Yihanaw (2020) Many 

countries have agreed to work together to address human trafficking, in which 157 countries are 

parties to the Protocol (United Nations Treaty Collection, 2013) (Ibid). Nevertheless, not all 

countries have adhered to their international commitment against human trafficking, and for 

some that have taken the initiative, they have yet to effectively fight the crime and protect 

victims' rights. Despite the requirements of the Convention and the Protocol, states are not 

penalized for failing to do so. Therefore, the United Nations has been criticized for failing to 
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hold its member states accountable for combating human trafficking (Skinner et al., 2009). The 

international agreement, however, provides some means of holding states accountable through 

the political pressures of strained state relations and negative publicity. 

 2.3. Understanding human trafficking 

 In the past, human trafficking was the possession or trading of humans for the purpose of 

engaging them in slavery through the means of force and coercion (Adopoju, 2005) cited by 

Geber Maryam, 2019). However, human trafficking is now a well-known phenomenon that is 

expressed in a variety of ways, beginning with a connection to the history of prostitution or 

sexual exploitation (Obokata, 2006) (Ibid). Nowadays, analyzing the literature on human 

trafficking, it is possible to find different approaches and while some will define it as a 

prostitution, migration issue or slavery, others will see it as an organized crime or human rights 

violation (Brno, 2012). The following explanation helps to understand the theoretical concept of 

human trafficking: 

2.3.1. Human trafficking and human rights 
Human trafficking is both a cause and a consequence of the violation of human rights, and 

human trafficking should be explicitly characterized as a human rights violation (OHCHR, 

2002), cited by Haile Mikael (2014). Therefore, human trafficking should be addressed through a 

comprehensive approach that involves measures to protect victims of trafficking, including 

protecting their internationally recognized human rights. Human rights should be at the center of 

all efforts to prevent and combat human trafficking (OHCHR, 2010). Placing the victim at the 

center of analysis, a human rights approach is normatively based on international human rights 

standards and is operationally directed to promote and protect the human rights of victims 

(Bravo, 2010; Obokata, 2006). Incorporated are universality and inalienability, indivisibility, 

interdependence and inter-relatedness, non-discrimination and equality, participation and 

inclusion, accountability, and the rule of law (UNDP, 2003). 

In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in 1948, human trafficking was defined 

as the violation of basic human rights. By this declaration, human trafficking represents a 

violation of many human rights; firstly, the right to life, but also the right to health, the right to 

be free from all forms of slavery, the right to liberty and security, the right to freedom of 
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movement, and last but not the least, the right to free choice of employment (Lee, 2007) . 

Traffickers benefit the most from the victims' situation because they use unequal status of 

women and girls in the source countries, which is characterized by misguided and dangerous 

stereotypes of women as objects, property, and servants of men (Aronowitz, 2009), cited by 

Girmay, 2015. Gender discrimination is another important source of human rights violations that 

are present in the countries of origin of victims. At the same time, it is defined as the "push 

factor" for human trafficking and it represents a denial of human rights. Human rights violations, 

according to Aronowitz, are not an additional approach to defining this phenomenon, but rather a 

common thread of human trafficking.  

2.3.2. Human trafficking as a form of slavery 

Human trafficking is the modern event of forcing and pushing people into slavery, which has 

been a part of civilization since the beginning of human history (Bales, 2005) cited by Yihanaw, 

2020). Bale is just one of many authors who conceptualize human trafficking as the modern form 

of slavery. Reasons for supporting this kind of approach are obvious parallels between the 

antique notion of slavery and human trafficking that still exist. It is true that today we cannot find 

legal ownership of one human being by another or long-term enslavement, but it is possible to 

find temporary ownership, forced labor, debt bondage, and hyper-exploitative contractual 

arrangements in the global economy (Lee, 2007) (Ibid). What differentiates human trafficking 

from slavery is the fact that while slavery depends on wars, raids, and forced abduction to obtain 

slaves, trafficking mostly relies on false promises and deception. 

Victims of human trafficking are recruited through means of threat, use of force, fraud, or 

payments or benefits to a person that has control of the victim. Once the victims are brought to 

their final destination with the use of force, harm, they are kept as prisoners or enslaved. Until 

this moment, victims of human trafficking differed from slavery, where slaves were kidnapped, 

bought, and sold into slavery (Aronowitz, 2009). Human trafficking is the process by which 

individuals or organizations bring and keep people in slavery. Human trafficking is not a 

condition or a result of a process, but the process of enslavement itself. 

 



13 
 

2.3.3. Human trafficking as a migration issue  

Because human trafficking is a process that often occurs within the context of migration, it is 

often considered to be a migration issue. To be more precise, it is considered to be an irregular 

migration, without importance, if it is an internal migration from rural to urban areas or an 

external migration from developing or third-world countries to developed countries. Illegal 

migrants become victims mostly because they do not have any protection in the state where they 

have decided to start a new life. (Aronowitz, 2009). They do not speak the language that is 

spoken in the new country, and they are afraid to talk with authorities. All these facts make them 

suitable victims for human trafficking. It is not just immigrants that become victims of human 

trafficking; they represent a small part of the spectrum of trafficked victims (Morehouse, 2009). 

Illegal movement of persons consists of two related activities: human trafficking and migrant 

smuggling. Since both activities include recruitment, movement, and delivery of migrants from 

their state of origin to a final destination as their main characteristics, it is not rare that 

sometimes human trafficking is identified as human smuggling. That presents a different crime 

and it is defined in a different way (Shelley, 2010) .The main difference between human 

trafficking and people smuggling is the fact that while human trafficking represents a crime 

against humanity, human smuggling represents a crime against the state. 

Human trafficking, on the other hand, does not necessitate illegal entry into the state or crossing 

international borders because it can occur in the same state where the victim lives or the victim 

can legally enter another state (Holmes, 2010; Morehouse, 2009). Although smuggling, by 

definition, is illegal and can occur independently of human trafficking, it is not rare that it is also 

a part of an ongoing human trafficking process. In many cases, trafficked people enter the state 

legally, using passports or visas (Holmes, 2010). Moreover, human trafficking represents 

exploitation of people and it does not end with crossing the border, while the process of 

smuggling ends when immigrants enter their destination state (Ibid). 
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2.3.4 Human trafficking as 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Background Profile of research Participants from human 

trafficked victim’s key informant interview  

 

VKII, stands for victims of key informant interview 

 
 

 

 

No Code of 

participan

ts 

Sex Age Education 

status 

Economic 

status 

Place of 

participant 

Incentive 

provided 

for 

migration 

Date of 

interview 

1 VKII 1 M 24 10 Poor  Aberhajira-

01 kebele  

Daly  

employer  

  10/3/2022                 

2 VKII2 M 27 12 Poor abderafi 

town 

Beter life 12/3/2022 

3 VKII3 M 29 12 Very  

Poor 

Korhumer  Employm

ent 

16/3/2022 

4 VKII4 M 25 Graduate Poor Abrhajira -

01 kebele  

Job 

opportunit

y 

19/3/2022 

5 VKII5 F 26 10 Very poor Gerare 

wuha 

Job 

opportunit

y 

21/3/ 2022 

6  VKII6 F 23 12 Poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele 

Daily  

employer  

23/3/2022 

7 

 

 

VKII7 F 28 9 Poor Abderafie  Job 

opportunit

y 

26/3/2022 

8 

 

VKII8 M 29 8 Poor Grare wuha Job 

opportunit

y 

1/4/2022 

 

9 

VKII9 M 25 11 Very poor Korhumer Employm

ent 

3/4/2022 

 

10 

VKII10 F 28 10 Poor Abrhajira -

02 kebele  

Marriage 7/4/2022 
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Appendix 2: General Background profile of government official’s Key 

informant and Interview    
 

No Code Sex Age Educational 

status 

Office 

Represented  

 

Position in the 

Office  

 

Date of 

interview 

1 

 

 

KII1 M 39 First degree West Armachiho 

woreda justice 

office  

Prosecutor 21/4/2022 

2 

 

 

KII2 M 35 First degree Antihuman 

trafficking 

command post in 

the woreda 

Coordinator 4/5/2022 

3 

 

 

KII3 M 34 First degree   West Armachiho 

Woreda public 

and security office 

Antihuman 

trafficking task 

force members  

19/4/2022 

4 

 

 

I 1 M 31 First degree Youth and sport 

affairs in west 

armachiho woreda 

Principal 12/4/2022 

5 

 

 

I 2 F 41 First degree Women and social 

affairs in west 

armachiho woreda 

Principal 26/4/2022 

6 

 

 

I 3 F 43 First degree State High Court- 

in west Gonder 

zone 

Prosecutor 

 

19/6/2022 

7 

 

 

 

 

I 4 M 45 First degree Amhara Security  

Admenstrative 

office 

 

  Coordinator of the 

AntiTrafficking 

Task Force     

5/7/2022 

8 I 5 M 33 First degree  Woreda police 

office 

Crime investigator  16/4/2022 

9 

 

 

 

I 6 M 34 First degree Woreda 

communication 

office  

Public relation 18/4/2022 
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I, stands interview   

KII, stands from key informant interview  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

I 7 M 36 Deploma Sport and  youth 

affairs in the 

woreda 

Deputysport&youth 

office manager 

12/4/2022 

 

11 

 

 

I 8 M 34 Deploma Woreda police 

office 

Crime 

prevention 

16/4/2022 

 

12 

 

I 9 M 35 First 

degree 

Woreda 

communication 

office 

Principal 18/4/2022 

 

13 

 

I 10 F 30 Debloma Women and 

social affairs in 

the woreda 

Deputy  26/4/2022 

 

 

14 

I 11 M 37 First 

degree 

State high court 

west Gonder 

zone 

Presiding judge 19/6/2022 

 

 

15 

 

 

I  12 

 

F 

40 First 

degree 

Amhara 

security 

administrative 

office 

Deputy 

coordinator 

5/7/2022 
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Appendix 3, General back ground profile of trafficked victims FGD 

participant   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VFGD, stands for victims focus group discussion 

 

 

 

 

No Code of 

participan

ts 

Sex Age Education 

status 

Economic 

status 

Place of 

FGD  

Kebele  

Date of 

interview 

1 V FGD1 F 30 12  Very 

Poor 

 Aberhajira-

01 kebele  

  5/5/2022                 

2 V FGD1 M 28 10 Poor Abrhajir-

01kebele 

5/5/2022 

3 V FGD1 M 29 12   Poor Abrhajira-

01 kebele   

5/5/2022 

4 V FGD 1 F 32 10 Very poor Abrhajira-

01 kebele  

5/5/2022 

 

5 

V FGD1 M 27 12 Poor Abrhajira- 

01 kebele 

5/5/ 2022 

6  V FGD2 F 25 10 Poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele 

5/5/2022 

7 

 

V FGD2 

 

 

 

M 29 12 Very poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele   

5/5/2022 

8 

 

V FGD2 M 31 10 Poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele 

5/5/2022 

 

9 

V FGD2 M 26 11 Poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele 

5/5/2022 

10 V FGD2 F 33 12 Very poor Abrhajira-

02 kebele  

5/5/2022 
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Appendix -4 General back ground profile of police man FGD participant  

No Code Sex Age Educational 

status 

Office 

Represented  

 

 Rank  

 

 Place of 

FGD 

Date of 

FGD 

1 

 

 

FGD3 M 35 First degree  West 

armachiho 

woreda police  

Chief 

inspector  

Abrhajira-

01 kebele 

17/5/2022 

 

2 

 

 

FGD3 M 37  Diploma WestArmachiho 

Wereda Police  

 Constable   Abrhajira-

01 kebele  

 

17/5/2022 

 

3 

 

 

FGD3 M 40 Diploma   

WestArmachiho 

Wereda Police 

 Constable Abrhajira-

01 kebele 

 

17/5/2022 

 

4 

 

 

FGD3 F 42 Deploma WestArmachiho 

Wereda Police 

Constable   Abrhajira-

01 

kebele  

 

 

17/5/2022 

5 

 

 

FGD3 M 38 First degree WestArmachiho 

Wereda Police 

 Deputy 

inspector  

Abrhajira -

01 kebele 

17/5/2022 

FGD3, stands for focus group discussion woreda police man  
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BAHIR DAR UNIVERSITY 

FUCULITYU OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE AND 

INTERNATIONALS STUDIES 

    

I am Geta alelign (MA student in Civics and Ethics) from Bahir Dar University. First of all, I would 

like to say thank you for your willingness to be involved in this study as respondent. The 

information that you will provide in response to the interview questions during interview and focus 

group discussion for the purpose of conducting research on anti-human trafficking measures in 

Amhara region Ethiopia the case of West Armachiho Woreda. Moreover, I assure you that the 

information will be kept safely and it will only be used for academic purpose. 

 

Guiding Questions for Focus Group Discussion and Interview for Participants 

of the Study. 

1) Interview Guide for West armachiho Woreda government officials  

 

Personal information  

_ Sex   M _________           F________ 

e____________ 

 

1.What is your understanding concern to the act of human trafficking in west armachiho woreda? 

2.What do you think are the most important elements within the act of human trafficking?  

3. What are the challenges that migrants faced after they arrived in west armachiho Woreda?  
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4. Can you tell me about the local brokers operating around this area?  

5. How do local brokers conduct their work? How they recruit, transport and treat migrants?  

6. What do you feel about the influence of family members, friends, returnees, and brokers on 

 individual migrants‟ decision to migrate illegally?  

7. What are the factors that make migrants to choose illegal routes for leaving their country?  

8. Is there any way that government officials involve in the process of human trafficking?  

9. What should be the role of government officials in combating human trafficking in this area?  

10. How do you evaluate the trend of human trafficking in this area?  

11. Do you think that the government is giving a due concern to prevent human trafficking? 

         A. If yes, describes it. B. If no, why do you think? 

12. Do you think that the government is providing the necessary support for the returned  victims 

 of human trafficking? If yes,how? If no, why? 

13. Have you ever taken any measures to empower the vulnerable groups? Please elaborate! 

14.What is the role of your institution/ office in combating human trafficking?  

15. What is the level of cooperation, communication, and trust between your organizations with    

  the other organizations to prevent human trafficking? 

16. Does government have methods to protect victims of trafficking?  Are those methods 

 regularly used?  How?  

17. What governmental or societal measures are planned to prevent human trafficking? If yes, 

 please describe.   

18. How do you see the current anti-human trafficking legal frameworks in Ethiopia? Can you 

 explain about its strength or weakness?  

19.Can you say that the anti-trafficking laws in the country concerned are strict enough to 

 reflect the nature of the crime of human trafficking? 

20.  What is your observation regarding the implementation of existing laws and procedures in  

 west armachiho Woreda?  Please provide specific examples if relevant.  

21. How do you see the practical approach of the anti-human trafficking laws in west armachiho 

Woreda? Please explain!  
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22. What do you think should be done by the government and other relevant actors?  

.23. Do you have any additional idea or experiences with trafficking not already addressed.  I 

 also encourage you to share some specific victim stories, as long as names and identities are 

 protected 

2)Interview Guide for FGDs 

Respondent’s Profile  

         1. Name (Optional) ________________4. Educational Background________________ 

2. Sex: Male ___ Female_______          5. Location______________ 

 3. Age___________                                      

 

1. How do you understand the crime of human trafficking? 

2. Since when is West Armachiho serve as a transit place for human trafficking?  

3. Is there any particular time that the number of migrants increases or decrease? Why is that?  

 4. What are the major challenges experienced by migrants in this area?  

5. In your opinion, what else do you think should be done to protect victims of trafficking? 

6. Of the different migrants who came to this area which group is more vulnerable to those 

 problems?  

7. How do you explain the interaction of the local community with migrants?  

8. Do you think that some community members are involved in the trafficking of individuals? How 

 they involved?  

9. What do you think is the role of other peoples like family members, friends or returnees on the 

 trafficking of individuals?  

10.Do you have a role in assisting victims or providing services?  If so, do you actively share 

 information with police and prosecutors regarding traffickers, victims and routes? 

11. Have you ever seen or heard about any government officers‟ involvement in the trafficking 

 process?  

12.How far is the border area from this place, and how well protected is it?  
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13. How do migrants cross the border? Is it in the night or in the day?  

14.Does the government address the prevention of human trafficking?  Does it provide financial  

 support to volunteer group of the community working to promote public awareness, or does 

 the government implement such campaigns itself west armachiho Woreda? 

15. Are public awareness campaigns directed at potential victims in this area?  Are they directed 

 at reducing demand by changing attitudes of society?  If so, how? 

                                                            

3) Interview guide for victims of human trafficking 

Respondents’ profile 

1. Name (Optional) _________________ 4. Educational Background: _________ 

 2. Sex: Male ___ Female ___                     

 3. Age: _____                                          5 .Place of Origin__________________ 

 

1. What makes you to migrate?  

2. What are the major reasons responsible for your migration?  

3. Do you influenced by other persons to migrate? By family members, friends returned from 

migration, or local brokers.  

4. Why do you choose to migrate via West Armachiho Woreda?  

5. What country is your choice of destination?  

6 What are the reasons for you to prefer to migrate illegally via in this area?  

7. How you come to know about the illegal means of leaving a country?  

8. What do you work before you decide to migrate and come to this area?  

9. How many times do you migrate?  

10. Did you attend any awareness raising program about human trafficking? 

 11. Does government actively assists you to return home?   
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12.Have you got support so far? If yes, A. Who provides the support (gov‟t or NGOs)? B. What 

type of support did you get? Have victim advocates, and offer legal, medical, or financial 

assistance?  

13.Is the government’s attitude and treatment toward victims of trafficking equal for all victims 

regardless of circumstance, i.e., forced prostitution or labor? 

14. Have you received certain kind of long-term reintegration assistance? If yes, please explain 

it? 

15.What is your future plan? Do you have an idea to migrate again? If yes, why and how?  

16. What do you think should be done by the government and other relevant actors to prevent 

this problem? 

 


